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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 

Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 

motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas Africa and the EU are linked by issues of migration and mobility and face 

common challenges with regard to security and measures to tackle organised and cross-

border crime; whereas these issues must be tackled together and in a practical way; 

1. Stresses that, once implemented, the EU-Africa strategy should address all aspects of 

migration, international protection and forced displacement, with a focus on the principles 

of solidarity, partnership and shared responsibility, and mutual accountability in respect of 

human rights; 

2. Observes that the climate of insecurity linked to the conflicts raging in Africa is detracting 

from good governance and creates an environment that is not conducive to growth, 

employment, investment and development; emphasises that democratic and transparent 

state structures, the rule of law, respect for human rights, gender equality and good 

governance are crucial elements for the development of African countries; considers 

Africa to be a key partner on the international scene and takes the view that the EU should 

step up its cooperation and political dialogue with that continent, empowering its African 

partners through mutual confidence; emphasises that EU development funding and aid 

should foster the sustainable development and good governance of African countries; calls 

for a stronger and more political partnership between the EU and Africa and a specific 

financial framework to tackle these issues; 

3. Emphasises that the Africa-EU strategy must be able to take into account the considerable 

diversity of African countries and therefore to adapt to the specific circumstances of each 

partner country; 

4. Recognises the disparities in development among the various countries in Africa; 

encourages the EU to cooperate with strategic partners and leading countries which, 

politically, economically and socially, can create in Africa a climate conducive to growth 

and development, particularly by means of bilateral agreements and regional strategies, 

thus making it possible to combat the underlying causes of migration between Africa and 

Europe; 

5. Considers that, while the Africa-EU Partnership should be a central element in our 

development aid policies and action taken in Africa, it is the African countries and their 

leaders that remain primarily responsible for the future of their own continent; considers, 

therefore, that the EU should support efforts by African leaders to promote a stable and 

prosperous environment in Africa and cooperation based on our shared interests in peace, 

security and good governance; 

6. Points out that migration and mobility within Africa and between Africa and the EU are 

beneficial to both continents, and that a holistic approach to migration and mobility is 

paramount for boosting sustainable development and promoting democracy, the rule of 

law, good governance and human rights; encourages the Commission to develop new 

mobility and migration partnerships with African partner countries; 
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7. Recognises that Africa’s population is projected to reach 2.4 billion by 2050 and will 

consist predominantly of young people1; welcomes the willingness to place the emphasis 

on youth within the Africa-EU Partnership; encourages the EU to further identify and 

support initiatives inspired by young people that promote democracy, the rule of law and 

human rights, and to step up its cooperation with African countries to combat child 

militarisation, female genital mutilation, forced marriage and any other breaches of 

children’s rights; recalls that one mobile student in ten worldwide is African, of whom 

half come to Europe; stresses the importance of emphasising the exchange of knowledge, 

in order to prevent, under all circumstances, a brain drain from Africa; 

8. Calls, in particular, for the implementation of Directive (EU) 2016/801 on the conditions 

of entry and residence of third-country nationals for the purposes of research, studies, 

training, voluntary service, pupil exchange schemes or educational projects and au pairing 

for the benefit of African students; 

9. Recognises that violent conflicts, persecution, inequality, infringements of human rights, 

terrorism, repressive regimes, natural disasters, climate change and chronic poverty have 

led to population movements and an increase in migration to Europe in recent years; 

recalls nevertheless that, in Africa, international migration concerns fewer than 35 million 

people and that more than 85 % of migration occurs within Africa itself; stresses that 

refugees and migrants have the same universal human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

10. Recalls that the majority of refugees and migrants find refuge in developing countries and 

that population movements primarily take place within and between those countries; 

stresses that those countries’ aid systems face major challenges, which have the potential 

to seriously compromise the protection of a growing displaced population; 

11. Highlights, in particular, violence against and the persecution of people on grounds of 

race, ethnicity, religion/beliefs, sexual orientation, gender identity and sex characteristics, 

which violate international human rights obligations and fundamental freedoms, hinder 

development and lead to the large-scale movement of refugees and migrants; 

12. Considers terrorism a global threat to regional peace and stability, sustainable 

development and internal security, that needs to be tackled in a coordinated manner by 

national governments, regional and international organisations and EU agencies; recalls 

that organised crime, money laundering, drug and wildlife trafficking and piracy have an 

undeniable impact on African countries; calls for enhanced cooperation within the EU-

Africa Strategy with a view to preventing impunity, promoting the rule of law and the 

expansion of police and judicial capacities in order to facilitate the exchange of 

information and best practices, and preventing, countering, combating the financing of 

and prosecuting terrorism and organised crime; believes that the anti-terrorism strategy 

should also include measures for the prevention of radicalisation leading to violent 

extremism in Africa and Europe, among young people in particular; 

13. Draws attention to the fact that the Africa-EU Migration and Mobility Dialogue should 

facilitate mobility and the free movement of people, not only the highly skilled, in Africa 

and between Africa and the EU on the basis of a well-managed rights-based approach, 

including the strengthening of safe and legal channels for migration; calls on the EU and 

                                                 
1 UN, World population prospects, 2015. 
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its Member States to facilitate family reunification; 

14. Reiterates its call for the reinforcement of legal channels for people who need 

international protection; urges the Member States to offer their resettlement places to a 

significant number of refugees, considering the overall number of refugees hosted in 

African countries; calls, in this context, for the establishment of an EU resettlement 

framework that can easily be acted upon by Member States and that encourages the EU 

and its Member States to play a crucial and exemplary role with regard to resettlement 

worldwide; reminds the Member States to make all the necessary facilities available and a 

plan to open new and safe routes for asylum seekers, particularly for vulnerable persons, 

at EU embassies and consular offices in countries of origin or transit countries; 

15. Calls, in addition, on the EU and its Member States to cooperate with and provide 

assistance to African countries that are faced with movements of refugees or prolonged 

crises, with a view to increasing their asylum capacities and protection systems; recalls 

that all cooperation with regard to migration and asylum must have the aim of promoting 

respect for the principles concerning fundamental rights that govern the EU’s migration 

and asylum policies; 

16. Recalls the importance of providing the maximum amount of information to potential 

migrants regarding the dangers inherent in irregular migration routes, but also their 

prospects within the EU, particularly in the fields of employment and training; 

17. Recalls that two global compacts, for migration and refugees respectively, are to be drawn 

up by 2018 under the auspices of the UN following the New York Declaration for 

Refugees and Migrants adopted by the UN General Assembly on 19 September 2016, and 

that dialogue between Africa and the EU should be stepped up in advance in order to 

identify shared priorities, where possible; 

18. Emphasises that returns can only take place after the assessment of each individual case in 

full respect of the rights of those concerned, and that any attempt at the refoulement of 

migrants is contrary to EU and international law; believes that the return of migrants 

should only be carried out safely, that voluntary return should be prioritised over forced 

return and that the reintegration of migrants should be addressed systematically; 

19. Calls for effective, strengthened and systematic cooperation with African countries, 

including a strong and real resettlement policy and financial investigation, in the fight 

against trafficking in migrants and the smuggling of human beings; calls on the EU and 

African countries to step up their cooperation and efforts to put an end to the trafficking 

and smuggling of human beings between the two continents; 

20. Recognises the strategic potential of African diasporas worldwide in terms of both 

financial remittances and non-financial value, as regards the capacity to build and promote 

peace, democracy, good governance and social stability; draws attention to the importance 

of engaging with those diasporas and linking them with development projects, so as to 

ensure that they contribute to the effectiveness of development policies; 

21. Recalls that African leaders made a pledge to accelerate growth, development, prosperity 

and good governance on the African continent by 2063; calls on the EU and its Member 

States to support developing countries so that they can adopt long-term policies that 
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respect the right to freedom of movement, education, health and employment; stresses the 

need for the EU and its Member States in particular to support the least developed 

countries (LDCs) in their efforts to combat climate change, so as to avoid aggravating 

poverty in those countries; 

22. Recommends further efforts to implement the Valletta Action Plan for humane and 

sustainable management of migration on both sides of the Mediterranean; recalls the 

importance of initiatives to increase dialogue and cooperation on migration issues, such as 

the Rabat Process and the Khartoum Process; 

23. Calls for greater parliamentary scrutiny of working arrangements agreed with third 

countries and the external cooperation activities of the relevant EU agencies. 
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