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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the Union is founded on the values of respect for freedom, democracy, 
equality, the rule of law and human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to 
minorities; whereas these values are common to the Member States in a society in 
which pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between 
women and men prevail; whereas these values should also guide the EU’s external 
action; 

B. whereas studies have shown that climate change and environmental degradation will 
increasingly threaten the basic human rights of vulnerable people, such as the rights to 
life, water, food, sanitation, healthcare, private and family life and education and the 
right not to be subjected to inhuman and degrading treatment; whereas a clean and 
healthy environment is fundamental to human life; whereas the number of people 
displaced by the impact of the climate crisis is increasing; whereas the EU must 
continue to step up its fight against climate change and its protection of the environment 
under the obligations stemming from the Treaties and the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights through ambitious and comprehensive policies based on human rights at home 
and in close cooperation with international partners, and promote greater coordination 
and exchange of information between the Member States; whereas the 2018 Special 
Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) revealed some 
alarming findings and recommended that changes be made;

C. whereas in recent years, environmental defenders have been subjected to ever increasing 
incidences of killings, kidnappings, torture, gender-based violence, threats, harassment, 
intimidation, smear campaigns, criminalisation, judicial harassment, forced eviction and 
displacement; whereas in 2019 alone1, over 300 environmental and rights defenders 
around the world were killed for their work, 40 % of whom were working on land 
rights, indigenous peoples’ rights and environmental rights; whereas land, 
environmental and indigenous peoples’ rights remained the most dangerous sector of 
human rights defence owing to a combination of the exploitation of natural resources 
and corruption, weak governance and systemic poverty; whereas female defenders, who 
are often unable to own land or participate in decision-making processes, face 
systematic and structural discrimination and violence and are at particular risk; whereas 
under international and EU law, any person fleeing persecution is entitled to 
international protection, including environmental human rights defenders;

D. whereas the UN General Assembly adopted a declaration on human rights defenders in 
1999; whereas this declaration affirms that states should take all necessary measures to 
ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in 
association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure 
adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or 

1 Front Line Defenders, Global Analysis 2019.
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her legitimate exercise of the rights2 referred to in that declaration;

E. whereas according to the 2018 Framework Principles on Human Rights and the 
Environment of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Environment as regards states’ 
obligations under human rights law concerning the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy 
and sustainable environment, states must ‘monitor and effectively enforce compliance 
with the standards by preventing, investigating, punishing and redressing violations of 
the standards by private actors as well as governmental authorities’ (Framework 
Principle 12)3;

F. whereas in a 2019 resolution, the UN Human Rights Council recognised the positive, 
important and legitimate role played by human rights defenders in the promotion and 
protection of human rights and expressed deep concerns that human rights defenders 
working in environmental matters are among the human rights defenders most exposed 
and at risk4;

G. whereas the negative impacts of climate change are disproportionately borne by people 
and communities already in disadvantageous situations owing to geography, poverty, 
age, disability or cultural or ethnic background, who have historically contributed the 
least to greenhouse gas emissions; whereas the specific nature of indigenous peoples 
and their local communities can make them especially vulnerable, as they can be located 
in incredibly isolated areas;

H. whereas business enterprises should respect human rights in accordance with the UN 
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights5; 

I. whereas the economic crisis that is expected to result from the pandemic may push 
states to shift focus away from the environment in order to stimulate short-term 
economic growth;

1. Acknowledges the inextricable link between environmental change and human rights; 
acknowledges the crucial role of human rights defenders and their legal representatives; 
deplores the increasing number of killings and violent acts against environmental 
human rights defenders, including gender-based violence, threats, harassment, 
intimidation, smear campaigns, criminalisation, judicial harassment, forced eviction and 
displacement; highlights, in particular, the work done by women environmental 
defenders and condemns the risks they face;

2. Reiterates that the obligation of states to protect their citizens’ rights is clearly laid 
down in international law; calls on the Commission and the Member States to protect 
the rights of environmental human rights defenders in the EU and worldwide, to take 
specific measures to protect freedom of expression and media freedom and pluralism in 
the context of environmental rights, and to ensure the safety and protection of 

2 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Defenders/Declaration/declaration.pdf
3 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Environment/SREnvironment/FrameworkPrinciplesUserFriendlyVer
sion.pdf
4 Resolution of 21 March 2019 recognising the contribution of environmental human rights defenders to the 
enjoyment of human rights, environmental protection and sustainable development, 
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3804641?ln=en
5 https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/guidingprinciplesbusinesshr_en.pdf 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Defenders/Declaration/declaration.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Environment/SREnvironment/FrameworkPrinciplesUserFriendlyVersion.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Environment/SREnvironment/FrameworkPrinciplesUserFriendlyVersion.pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3804641?ln=en
https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/guidingprinciplesbusinesshr_en.pdf
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journalists; 

3. Calls for immediate action against the harassment, intimidation, violent attacks against 
and imprisonment of environmental defenders, including gender-based violence, and 
calls for a rapid response to protect environmental defenders from any kind of 
harassment, persecution or violence; therefore urges countries to guarantee the 
protection of environmental defenders by adopting laws and holistic protection 
measures, including by launching investigations into and ensuring accountability for 
any attacks and threats against them; calls for increased financial support for 
environmental rights defenders; acknowledges the multiple and intersecting forms of 
violence and discrimination faced by women environmental human rights defenders, 
including sexual and gender-based violence; urges countries to adopt effective measures 
to protect women defenders and to consider integrating a gender perspective into their 
efforts to investigate threats and attacks against human rights defenders;

4. Calls for the EU to take steps, in accordance with the aforementioned UN Human 
Rights Council resolution, to facilitate public awareness and participation in 
environmental decision-making, including for civil society, women, children, young 
people, indigenous peoples, and rural and local communities, not only in developing 
countries but worldwide;

5. Is deeply concerned by the steady deterioration in the situation of environmental 
defenders, whistleblowers, journalists and legal professionals specialising in the 
environment throughout the world; calls for the EU and its Member States to protect 
freedom of expression, media freedom and pluralism and the right to assembly, and to 
ensure the safety and protection of journalists and whistleblowers both in the EU and 
through its external relations; expresses its deep concern at the abuses, crimes and 
deadly attacks still being committed against journalists and media workers on account 
of their activities; points out that whistleblowing is a form of freedom of expression and 
information and plays a key role in exposing and preventing breaches of Union law and 
in strengthening democratic accountability and transparency; calls on the Commission, 
in this context, to monitor the transposition and guarantee the full application by the 
Member States of Directive (EU) 2019/1937 on the protection of persons who report 
breaches of Union law6; regards freedom of information as an important instrument for 
people who may be affected by the consequences of climate change to be properly 
informed at an early stage about the harmful effects of climate change and adaptation 
measures; demands respect for freedom of information;

6. Supports the Commission’s efforts to strengthen democracy, the rule of law and human 
rights in its external action, with particular regard to the climate, given the need for the 
EU to play a key role in promoting the protection of human rights and to devise and 
boost initiatives to combat organised crime, illegal land grabs and deforestation, as these 
are essential components to ensure the protection of environmental human rights 
defenders; strongly supports the work regarding the development of stable institutions, 
enforceable justice, better access to legal remedies for the victims of human rights 
abuses as a result of climate change and for environmental human rights defenders, as 
well as the promotion of human rights and good governance;

6 OJ L 305, 26.11.2019, p. 17.
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7. Expresses its deep concern at the increasing criminalisation and persecution of 
environmental activists in developing countries as a consequence of the exploitation of 
natural resources, thereby contributing to deforestation, loss of biodiversity7 and human 
rights violations, which mostly affect indigenous peoples; calls on the Commission to 
ensure that the EU does not support initiatives and projects that would lead to illegal 
land grabs, illegal logging and deforestation or other such damaging impacts on the 
environment; condemns any attempts to deregulate environmental and human rights 
protections in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and other crises; calls on the 
Commission to support environmental defenders across the world; underlines that the 
security of environmental human rights defenders is inherently linked to the security of 
the communities they defend; calls on the Commission to evaluate the input of 
indigenous communities into proposed projects and how their experience and 
knowledge of local ecology was taken into account; 

8. Welcomes the Commission’s commitment to adopt a legislative proposal on EU-wide 
due diligence requirements for businesses and highlights the specific needs and rights of 
women and vulnerable groups such as children and indigenous peoples; stresses that this 
should include creating avenues for accountability and judicial redress; stresses the 
importance of revising and strengthening the EU’s legislative framework on 
environmental liability and access to justice in environmental matters, following a 
thorough impact assessment;

9. Reiterates its position that all relevant EU policies, instruments and tools, including 
trade agreements, as well as development aid and visa policies, must always be based on 
the highest EU and international environmental and human rights standards and should 
be premised on respect for democracy, the rule of law, human rights, fundamental 
freedoms and human dignity, as well as equality and solidarity and the principles of 
good governance; believes that this cooperation in seeking to eliminate intimidation, 
repression and violence against indigenous peoples and environmental defenders should 
result in a reduction or suspension of external aid and support without affecting 
humanitarian aid and without harming final beneficiaries; stresses, in this context, the 
importance of accountability for guaranteeing that funds are not used for projects that 
harm the environment or human rights; encourages EU delegations in third countries to 
liaise with the representatives of indigenous peoples and environmental defenders and 
to support them through appropriate measures; supports the right to a safe, clean, 
healthy and sustainable environment and the work of human rights defenders, their 
protection and the development of an environment that enables them to carry out their 
activities;

10. Calls for the EU and its Member States to consider the rights of indigenous peoples in 
climate policies and to provide special financial and technical assistance to implement 
support programmes for those most vulnerable to the consequences of climate change or 
as a result of climate-induced displacement, such as indigenous peoples, refugees, and 
displaced people in host communities as well as environmental defenders; takes note of 
the decision of the UN Human Rights Committee in the case of Teitiota v. New 

7 Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), workshop report 
on biodiversity and pandemics, https://ipbes.net/pandemics 

https://ipbes.net/pandemics
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Zealand8; 

11. Supports a human rights-based approach to migration governance in third countries and 
giving consideration to any human rights protection gaps in the context of migration; 
recalls, in this context, existing tools for legal pathways and considers that such tools 
should be further established for persons in need of protection; highlights the need to 
strengthen the capacity of states and cooperation and permanent dialogue with civil 
society organisations, including those representing indigenous peoples and other 
persons in vulnerable situations, and UN partners in implementing this approach; 
supports the identification and promotion of good practices on human rights obligations 
and commitments that support and strengthen policymaking at EU and international 
levels on environmental protection;

12. Takes the view that climate change will force more and more people to migrate; recalls 
that the negative consequences of climate change undermine national development 
prospects, compounding prevailing inequalities such as gender disparities; underlines 
that the impact of climate change is worse for more vulnerable people such as women 
and girls; welcomes the commitments made by Vice-President Timmermans to redress 
gender inequalities exacerbated by climate change; calls for the EU and its Member 
States to consider the particular situation of women and girls and to identify gender-
specific discrimination and vulnerabilities, addressing good practices where women act 
as agents of change in safeguarding the environment to sustainable ends; calls for 
further collaboration with international partners to order to integrate the infringement of 
human rights caused by environmental degradation into environmental policies and to 
take climate action based on human rights; recognises the invaluable work carried out 
by human rights defenders in protecting and promoting human rights and fundamental 
values; calls for the EU to address the climate crisis as a human rights crisis and to 
implement effective measures to fight climate change and lead the way to safeguard the 
rights of future generations.

8 https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR/C/127/D/2728/20
16&Lang=en 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR/C/127/D/2728/2016&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR/C/127/D/2728/2016&Lang=en
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