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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls the importance of the European Asylum Support Office (‘EASO’) for the 
development of the Common European Asylum System and emphasises the positive 
contribution of the EASO to enhancing the coherence of asylum case processing, 
strengthening the practical cooperation of Member States on asylum in Europe, 
assisting Member States in fulfilling their obligations as regards giving protection to 
people in need, and in acting as a centre of expertise on asylum; recalls that in 2019, 
about 17 700 applications for international protection were lodged by unaccompanied 
minors in EU+ countries; stresses the importance of providing a specific reception 
system for minors that protects their condition;

2. Welcomes the fact that the Court of Auditors ('the Court') has declared that the Agency's 
financial position on 31 December 2019 is fairly presented in all material aspects and 
that the revenue underlying the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2019 is legal 
and regular in all material respects; notes that the Agency's budget increased from EUR 
106 million to EUR 118 million between 2018 and 2019, while members of staff 
increased from 207 to 296 within the same period;

3. Points out that the Court has issued a qualified audit opinion on the legality and 
regularity of the payments underlying the accounts of EASO for the financial year 2019; 
notes the Court’s explanation that the qualified opinion was issued in relation to 
payments worth EUR 13,8 million made in the framework of irregular procedures 
carried out in the years 2016-2018 and payments worth EUR 111 304 associated with a 
selection procedure for expert consultants lacking information to allow for a proper 
audit trail, and that these amounts represent 14,6 % of all payments made by EASO in 
2019; welcomes the corrective actions were implemented by EASO in 2019 to address 
the irregularities; acknowledges that the Agency had to reasonably ensure business 
continuity; notes with satisfaction that in relation to the procedures for interim workers 
in Greece, there are no more payments to be made;

4. Takes note of the Agency’s reply that upon the appointment of the new Executive 
Director in June 2019, and after the publication of the ECA report in October 2019, 
EASO immediately started implementing corrective actions and that the Court has been 
duly informed;

5. Welcomes the fact that, since 2018, EASO has followed up on all of the Court's 
observations and welcomes the acknowledgment of the Court that 30 out of 61 
measures in the action plan were completed while 31 had an ongoing status; stresses 
that a fair and human treatment of asylum seeker applications is a Union priority; takes 
note of the finding of the Court in 2019 that contingency funds in EASO’s budget to 
cover unforeseen and urgent operational needs were absent; in this regard welcomes 
that recently created a budget item to allocate contingency funds necessary to cover 
expenditure stemming from unforeseen and urgent operational activities in support of 
Member States;
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6. Emphasises the considerable efforts made by EASO to improve its internal control 
systems and the significant progress achieved in improving its governance processes, 
among others by re-establishing, in 2019, an internal legal sector, by establishing a new 
internal and ex-post control sector, by taking corrective measures to prevent late 
payments, by rigorously applying EU public procurement rules, notably for the 
provision of interim workers in Italy, and by introducing a ‘sensitive posts policy’;

7. Notes that, the human resources situation of the EASO is improving compared to the 
previous year with 80.7% of authorised posts and 80.3% of the establishment plans 
completed; urges EASO to continue making progress with regard to the recruitment 
process;

8. Regrets EASO’s continued reliance on interim workers to compensate for the lack of 
deployed national experts; recalls that in carrying out its operations, EASO is relatively 
dependent on Member States’ cooperation; calls on Member States to comply with their 
obligations as regards national experts in order to avoid the need for EASO to rely on 
external contractors;; notes the pending case before the CJEU (C-948/19, Manpower 
Lit.) as regards the use of interim workers, addressing several questions concerning the 
application of Directive 2008/104/EC on temporary agency workers1 to Union agencies;

9. Takes note of the Court's finding that EASO's adherence to the 5 % staff reduction 
target has led to shortages in the area of IT services both in Greece and Italy to predict 
the timing and duration of relevant contracts and welcomes that the Agency has 
reformulated its templates for contracts to include a list of deliverables that are to be 
performed under the contract; calls on the Agency to maintain vigilance to ensure there 
is no ambiguity or misconception of a temporary worker relationship or employment 
relationship between EASO and ICT consultants;

10. Notes the presentation by the Executive Director to the Management Board on 26 
November 2019 of the new organigram; considers that the reorganisation of staff should 
contribute to strengthened internal control, quality assurance and risk management and 
to compliance with actions required by the Court and the Internal Audit Service of the 
Commission;

1 Directive 2008/104/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008
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