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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls the important role of JHA agencies and of the European Data Protection 
Supervisor (EDPS), which carry out monitoring, operational, analytical or managerial 
tasks, in supporting and advising the Union institutions and bodies and Member States 
in the fields of fundamental rights, security and justice; reiterates the need to ensure the 
provision of adequate financial support for JHA agencies and the European Data 
Protection Supervisor (EDPS), in order to fulfil their mandates in a fully transparent 
manner and in full compliance with fundamental rights;

2. Welcomes the fact that the Court of Auditors (the ʽCourtʼ) has declared that, overall, the 
audit of the annual accounts of the agencies for the year ended 31 December 2019 and 
the revenue and payments underlying them confirmed the positive results reported in 
previous years, and the fact that the Court has certified the legality and regularity of the 
annual accounts of all JHA agencies and the revenue underlying these accounts for the 
year which ended on 31 December 2019;

3. Stresses that the Court found that the payments underlying the accounts were legal and 
regular for all agencies except for EASO, for which a qualified opinion was issued due 
to irregularities in regard to public procurement procedures and related payments; is 
disappointed that the legality and regularity of payments only slowly improved in 2019; 
regrets that, once again, there were irregular payments, representing 14,6 % of the value 
of all payments made by EASO in 2019; Acknowledges that the Executive Director who 
was appointed in June 2019, is taking action to improve the management of EASO and 
is demonstrating a strong commitment to addressing as a matter of priority the 
organisational flaws within EASO; welcomes the improvements made by the new 
management, as recognised also by the Court; urges EASO to maintain this 
commitment and to report back to the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs on a regular basis;

4. Notes that the Court did not address ‘emphasis on the matter’ with regard to JHA 
agencies, with the exception of FRONTEX, for which the Court drew attention to the 
level of error related to equipment expenditure in the context of grant agreements with 
cooperating countries; notes the Court’s observation that the Agency has taken steps to 
improve ex-ante verifications, and has re-introduced ex-post verifications on 
reimbursements in 2019, in line with recommendations made in previous years;

5. Notes with concern the serious and repeated allegations of FRONTEX's involvement in 
the pushbacks of migrants and allegations of violations of fundamental rights, which are 
currently being investigated by the FRONTEX’s Management Board; takes note of the 
fact that OLAF has initiated an investigation on Frontex and that the Ombudsman has 
launched an inquiry into the Frontex complaints mechanism to deal with alleged 
breaches of fundamental rights as well as the role and independence of Frontex’s 
‘Fundamental Rights Officer’; regrets the lack of adequate staff and resources for the 
Fundamental Rights officer (FRO) and the Fundamental Rights Monitors in order to 
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comply with their duty to monitor the Agency’s compliance with fundamental rights;

6. Welcomes the fact that the Court has declared that in most cases agencies have taken 
corrective actions to address previous years' audit observations and calls on the JHA 
agencies to continue their efforts to follow up on the Court's observations;

7. Underlines that public procurement continues to be the main area prone to error in 
relation to all Union decentralised agencies; calls therefore on the affected JHA 
agencies, i.e. Europol and CEPOL to improve their public procurement procedures with 
a view to ensure full compliance with applicable rules and as a result, to achieve the 
appropriate balance between the three pillars of sustainable development - economic, 
social and environmental, while respecting the principles of transparency, 
proportionality, equal treatment and non-discrimination and eu-LISA to improve the 
recruitment procedure; recalls that public procurement is a milestone for achieving the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals;

8. Takes note that the Court did not audit the 2019 accounts of the European Public 
Prosecutor's Office ('EPPO'), since the EU body was not yet financially autonomous;

9. Notes the inherent difficulty that the agencies face when required to submit their Single 
Programming Document while the relevant legal instruments are still under negotiation 
by the co-legislators, thereby leading to the unsatisfactory situation where budget lines 
are made available before their corresponding legal instruments are adopted; calls on 
the Commission to improve its communication with the agencies to better streamline 
the expected timelines for the adoption of legislation and corresponding budget lines; 
notes the Court’s Recommendation the Commission and the agencies should allocate 
resources in a more flexible manner while stressing the importance of due reporting, 
transparency and auditing;

10. Welcomes the cooperation within the JHA Agencies Network; calls on the agencies to 
continue to develop synergies, increase cooperation and exchange of good practices 
between them with a view to improving efficiency;

11. Urges all JHA agencies to take measures to ensure full compliance with Union 
transparency rules as well as with fundamental rights and data protection standards; and 
calls upon them to comply with financial regulations and high management standards;

12. Underlines the importance of ensuring an adequate gender balance in all agencies' 
governing bodies; calls upon the agencies concerned to urgently address this issue; calls 
on all JHA agencies to promote and ensure diversity in its recruitment policy; urges all 
JHA agencies to develop internal policies and practice to ensure inclusiveness and 
diversity, and prevent any type of discrimination; invites the Court to systematically 
inform about it in its future reports; urges all JHA agencies to implement a clear anti-
harassment policy to prevent and firmly condemn any such behaviour within the 
organisation; underlines the detrimental effect of a high staff turnover within some of 
the Union agencies; calls for the implementation of human resources and social policies 
to remedy it; calls for the dependency on external recruitment to be addressed; notes the 
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pending case before the CJEU1;

13. Calls on all JHA agencies to take into account sustainability in their overall business 
processes in order to improve the agencies’ environmental performance, and make 
proper reporting on measures and progress in this field;

14. Stresses the importance of increasing the digitalisation of procedures within the Union 
agencies; stresses the need to avoid a digital gap between the agencies; draws attention, 
however, to the need to take all the necessary measures to avoid any risk to the online 
security of the information processed;

1 C-948/19 Manpower Lit.
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