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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that the Court of Auditors’ (the Court’s) report on the implementation of the 
budget concerning the financial year 2020 does not contain any remarks about the 
European Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS); notes especially in this regard the 
positive continued growth in 2020 of the EDPS, both in terms of financial and human 
resources, allowing the Agency to fulfil its mandate;

2. Welcomes that spending on ‘Administration’ was free from material error according to 
the Court's annual reports on the implementation of the EU budget for the 2020 
financial year;

3. Recalls that the EDPS is not a decentralised Union agency; notes the Court’s position 
that the small budget of the EDPS, its low volume of financial transactions and the low 
level of assessed risks do not justify the publication of a separate report on EDPS; 
underlines that the legality and regularity of EDPS transactions should, as a matter of 
principle, continue to be properly examined by the Court as transparency is vital for the 
appropriate functioning of all Union bodies; asks the Court to issue a separate annual 
report on the annual accounts of this important Union body;

4. Welcomes the rollout of the new budget management tool in the last quarter of 2020 
with a view to improving the efficiency of budget preparation and subsequent 
monitoring of implementation;

5. Highlights the key role of the EDPS in the Union justice and home affairs framework, 
ensuring the full respect for the right of privacy and data protection; notes the numerous 
unparalleled questions the EDPS was faced with in its supervisory role with regards to 
the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (the EPPO); appreciates the support offered by 
the EDPS to the EPPO with regards to the establishment of its personal data processing 
rules; as well as the support to other Union agencies within the justice and home affairs 
framework, such as Europol and Eurojust; reminds that the workload of the EDPS has 
increased in the last years, and is expected to further increase due to the growing 
digitalisation trend in Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies, as well as the 
revision of the mandates of agencies and the initiatives presented by the Commission; 
underlines the importance that the EDPS budget matches its tasks and priorities in order 
to enable EDPS to fulfil with the duties it is entrusted to;

6. Highlights the important position the EDPS has had and still enjoys in the creation of 
the framework for the issuance, verification and acceptance of interoperable COVID-19 
vaccination, test and recovery certificates (the EU Digital COVID Certificate) to 
facilitate free movement during the COVID-19 pandemic; notes that the EDPB-EDPS 
Joint Opinion 04/2021 on the Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and 
of the Council on a framework for the issuance, verification and acceptance of 
interoperable certificates on vaccination, testing and recovery is of crucial value for the 
assessment of fundamental rights and the protection of personal data;
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7. Underlines the importance of achieving an appropriate balance between protecting the 
right to privacy and personal data and ensuring proper access to documents of public 
interest; highlights the essential supervisory and advisory role that the EDPS fulfils for 
the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies in this regard; stresses that achieving 
this goal has become even more relevant following the outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic;

8. Notes furthermore that at the end of 2019, a new supervisory framework for the 
processing of personal data at Eurojust came into force, under which the EDPS is 
responsible for monitoring Eurojust's compliance with the applicable Union rules on 
data protection; welcomes in that regard the close cooperation between the EDPS and 
Eurojust throughout the year 2020;

9. Welcomes the EDPS response to the new privacy and data protection challenges related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, namely immediately establishing an internal task force to 
actively monitor, undertake actions, follow developments, and to prepare for the future 
of data protection and privacy after the COVID-19 crisis;

10. Welcomes the sustained commitment of the EDPS to generating and fostering global 
partnerships in the field of data protection through the organisation of a yearly, 
dedicated workshop to data protection in collaboration with international organisations; 
welcomes the EDPS’ initiative to address the specific challenges of the COVID-19 
pandemic in the 2020 edition of that workshop, such as the protection of personal health 
data, contact tracing apps and the impact of remote working;

11. Welcomes that the list of appointed financial actors was completed to increase the 
degree of business continuity for financial operations and that a new authorising officer 
was appointed to facilitate timely payment validation and payment contracting when 
management is prevented;

12. Notes that according to Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council1, a single model of coordinated supervision of data protection rules for 
Union large-scale IT systems and agencies will replace the current model of individual 
supervision coordination groups; highlights the active part played by the EDPS in this 
process;

13. Welcomes the EDPS Strategy 2020-2024 and the supervisory and advisory role that the 
EDPS fulfils, especially sharing knowledge on monitoring Union institutions, bodies, 
offices and agencies` compliance with the “Schrems II” judgement2 in relation to 
transfers of personal data to third countries; encourages the EDPS to apply its new 
strategy with a view to allow the Union to remain a world leader in data protection and 
also to remain competitive among global players in the digital sector;

14. Welcomes the 2020 annual report published by the EDPS in April 2021; appreciates the 

1 Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the 
protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, 
offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and 
Decision No 1247/2002/EC (OJ L 295, 21.11.2018, p. 39.).
2 Judgment of the Court (Grand Chamber) of 16 July 2020, Data Protection Commissioner v Facebook 
Ireland Limited and Maximillian Schrems, C-311/18, ECLI:EU:C:2020:559.
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insight given on all EDPS activities; welcomes the fact that in 2020 the EDPS met or 
surpassed the targets set in five out of eight key performance indicators; highlights in 
particular its cooperation with the European Data Protection Board; notes the 17% 
increase in its budget compared to 2019; notes that in 2020, 72.97% of the EDPS's 
allocated budget was implemented, a lower figure compared to 2019 (92%) and below 
the 2020 target (90%); acknowledges the EDPS's explanation that this is mainly due to 
the COVID-19 crisis, which significantly affected its activities;

15. Welcomes the Procurement Process Guide published on the EDPS intranet in order to 
provide EDPS staff with detailed guidance on different procurement procedures;

16. Welcomes the ongoing efforts of the EDPS to becoming a paperless institution, 
including the continuation of paperless interviews in 2020, the intention to automate 
appraisal, probation and evaluation reports via the implementation of new modules in 
the human resources interface in 2021, and the implementation in 2020 of paperless 
finance systems with respect to the processing of payments, budget management and 
procurement;
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