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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions
into its motion for a resolution:

1.

Welcomes the fact that the Court of Auditors (the ‘Court’) has declared the transactions
underlying the annual accounts of the European Union Agency for Criminal Justice
Cooperation (Eurojust) for the financial year 2021 to be legal and regular in all material
respects; notes that, according to its statement of revenue and expenditure, its budget in
2021 increased to EUR 53.3 million, representing an increase of 27.81% compared to
2020, while its staff increased from 242 to 254 (+4.95%); notes that casework increased
by 15%; welcomes that Eurojust implemented 99.97% of its final budget, excluding
external assigned revenue, and cancelled only 2.6% of the EUR 6.2 million carried-over
from 2020;

Notes that Eurojust is among the 22 EU agencies for which the Court reported contracts
affected by public procurement shortcomings; recalls the Court findings that in 2018
Eurojust signed a framework contract with a single company for the leasing of vehicles,
and notes that since the vehicle-leasing market is subject to frequent fluctuations in
price Eurojust should have reopened the procurement procedure when a vehicle was
required; notes that the audit report for the 2020 financial year considered that a
procurement procedure for leasing of vehicles was irregular and that all subsequent
payments made based on this framework contract were irregular; notes that with regard
to the Court’s ongoing observation from 2020 on the legality and regularity of
transactions, the status of corrective action is reportedly ongoing and remedies have
been already foreseen; underlines that such situations may cause reputational damage to
Eurojust; calls on Eurojust to report to the discharge authority about the progress of the
corrective actions undertaken;

Appreciates Eurojust’s extensive activities in supporting and coordinating the work of
national judicial authorities in investigating and prosecuting serious cross-border
crimes; welcomes that in 2021 the agency offered, for the first time, support to over
10 000 cross-border criminal investigations, provided 1 928 rapid responses to judicial
cooperation requests and participated in over 1 400 large-scale operations and
guaranteed legal, financial and/or operational support to 254 joint investigation teams;

Notes the continued cooperation between Eurojust with other JHA Agencies; welcomes
the working arrangement with European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) signed in
February 2021 and the close cooperation with the European Anti-fraud Office (OLAF),
European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation (Europol), the European
Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS) and that Eurojust continued to cooperate with the
European Judicial Network (EJN), bringing the number of cases referred to the EJN to
44 in 2021;

Support the further strengthening of Eurojust cooperation with the European Union
Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) in particular with regard to detention conditions
problems, access to lawyers, and victims’ rights;
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6.  Notes that in 2021 EDPS' first data protection audit of Eurojust's data protection
activities took place, and that the EDPS found that, overall, Eurojust's compliance with
the data protection framework was satisfactory, with no critical issues;
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