EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs

2022/2123(DEC)

2.3.2023

OPINION

of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
for the Committee on Budgetary Control

on discharge in respect of the implementation of the budget of the European
Union Agency for Fundamental Rights for the financial year 2021
(2022/2123(DEC))

Rapporteur for opinion: Saskia Bricmont

AD\1273811EN.docx PE739.538v02-00

EN



PA NonLeg

PE739.538v02-00 2/6 AD\1273811EN.docx

EN



SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions
into its motion for a resolution:

1.  Welcomes the fact that the Court of Auditors (‘The Court”) has declared the transactions
underlying the annuals accounts of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
(FRA) for the financial year 2021 to be legal and regular in all material respects;
highlights that the budget for 2021 was 33 million EUR, but in reality this means
23 920 698 EUR budget as the Court report counts in the total payment appropriations
available during the financial year; takes note and reiterates its concern that the FRA
continues to suffer from financial and staff resources constraints;

2. Welcomes that FRA was able to fulfil its objectives and to deliver on the activities
foreseen in its Annual Work Programme despite the continuous shortage on human and
financial resources and the challenges caused by the pandemic; notes that the number of
publications was 516 compared to the set target of 486, that the number of meetings and
events organised/co-organised was 421 compared to the set target of 260, and that the
number of communication materials was 1809 compared to the set target of 250;

3. Regrets that FRA’s establishment plan has not been increased since 2017 and that the
budget increase mainly reflected the indexation with the inflation rate, not being
commensurate with the increased number of requests FRA has received within this
period and despite the entry into force of the new amended Founding Regulation;
further recognises that the increase in workload and requests, particularly after the entry
into force of the new mandate which introduced new activities in the areas of justice and
police cooperation, was not accompanied with additional resources;

4. Highlights that without adequate financial and staff resources, FRA will not be able to
carry out all the tasks assigned to it and fully implement its new mandate; reminds that
this can affect the quality of work that FRA provides which has proved to be extremely
valuable for EU policy;

5. Notes that FRA had carried over €7 million (27 %) of 2021 commitment appropriations
to 2022; reiterates its regrets that the levels of carry-overs of committed appropriations
for operating expenditure remained high and contradict the budgetary principle of
annuality; acknowledges the answer from FRA emphasizing that these carry-overs
mainly reflect the nature of FRA’s core activities that include the financing of studies
and other activities that span several months and eventually beyond year-end; welcomes
the concrete actions that FRA has established to improve its budget planning and its
implementation cycles; welcomes the high level of outturn rate, which is above 99.5%
and consequently, the low level of cancelled appropriations which contribute to sound
budget management and respect of the budgetary principles; calls on FRA to report to
the discharge authority about the progress registered in this matter;

6.  Welcomes the cooperation with other EU agencies, bodies and civil society in order to
ensure there is compliance with fundamental rights; notes that FRA contributed to a
total of around 60 activities in the JHA area, including 24 in the area of migration,
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asylum and border management, and 16 in the area of internal security and serious and
organised crime; stresses the support provided by FRA to projects related to Al and
biometrics, led by Europol and Frontex, and considers that FRA’s recommendations
should be taken into account;

7. Notes the signature of a working arrangements with Europol and CEPOL, the continued
engagement with Frontex, including with FRA’s Director taking part in Frontex
Management Board meetings, the important role played by the FRA in the training and
operationalisation of the fundamental rights monitors within Frontex, and the
strengthening of the existing cooperation with Eurojust by agreeing on a list of concrete
actions in 12 common areas of interest such as the European Arrest Warrant, detention-
related topics, victims’ rights and Al;
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