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Amendment 1
Sira Rego

Draft opinion
Recital A

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the EU is founded on the 
values of respect for human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law; whereas 
these values also guide the EU’s external 
action;

A. whereas article 2 of TEU states 
that the Union is founded on the values of 
respect for human rights, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law and 
respect for human rights, including the 
rights of persons belonging to minorities; 
whereas these values should also be 
observed in the EU’s external action;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Bettina Vollath, Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Recital A

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the EU is founded on the 
values of respect for human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law; whereas 
these values also guide the EU’s external 
action;

A. whereas the EU is founded on the 
values of respect for human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law, respect for 
human dignity, as well as equality and 
solidarity; whereas these values also guide 
the EU’s external action;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Dragoş Tudorache

Draft opinion
Recital B

Draft opinion Amendment

B. whereas the EU is fighting climate 
change through ambitious policies at home 

B. whereas studies have shown that 
climate change and environmental 



PE660.268v01-00 4/44 AM\1217903EN.docx

EN

and close cooperation with international 
partners;

degradation will increasingly threaten 
basic human rights of vulnerable people, 
like the right to life, water, food, 
sanitation, healthcare and education; 
whereas the number of people displaced 
by the impact of the climate crisis is 
increasing; whereas the EU is fighting 
climate change through ambitious policies 
at home and close cooperation with 
international partners;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Recital B

Draft opinion Amendment

B. whereas the EU is fighting climate 
change through ambitious policies at 
home and close cooperation with 
international partners;

B. whereas combating climate change 
and protecting the environment are legal 
obligations stemming from the Treaties 
and the Charter of Fundamental Rights 
of the European Union; whereas, in line 
with the objectives of the Paris 
Agreement, the EU and the Member 
States must implement ambitious policies, 
at national level and in close cooperation 
with international partners, aimed at 
strengthening the global response to 
climate change;

Or. fr

Amendment 5
Maria Grapini

Draft opinion
Recital B

Draft opinion Amendment

B. whereas the EU is fighting climate 
change through ambitious policies at home 

B. whereas the EU is fighting climate 
change through ambitious policies at home 
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and close cooperation with international 
partners;

and close cooperation with international 
partners, in a bid to make Europe more 
climate-resilient and to promote greater 
coordination and exchange of 
information between Member States;

Or. ro

Amendment 6
Sira Rego

Draft opinion
Recital B

Draft opinion Amendment

B. whereas the EU is fighting climate 
change through ambitious policies at home 
and close cooperation with international 
partners;

B. whereas the EU has a 
responsibility to fight human-induced 
climate change through ambitious policies 
at home and close cooperation with 
international partners; whereas the 2018 
IPCC Special Report findings were 
alarming and pointed that unprecedented 
changes before the year 2030 are 
required;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Bettina Vollath, Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Recital B

Draft opinion Amendment

B. whereas the EU is fighting climate 
change through ambitious policies at home 
and close cooperation with international 
partners;

B. whereas the EU needs to fight 
climate change through ambitious and 
comprehensive policies based on human 
rights at home and close cooperation with 
international partners;

Or. en
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Amendment 8
Abir Al-Sahlani, Olivier Chastel, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Recital B

Draft opinion Amendment

B. whereas the EU is fighting climate 
change through ambitious policies at home 
and close cooperation with international 
partners;

B. whereas the EU must continue to 
increase its fight against climate change 
through ambitious policies at home and 
close cooperation with international 
partners;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Abir Al-Sahlani, Olivier Chastel, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Recital B a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

B a. whereas in 2019 alone, over 300 
environmental and rights defenders 
around the world were killed for their 
work, 40 % of whom were working on 
land rights, indigenous peoples’ rights 
and environmental rights; whereas land, 
environmental and indigenous peoples’ 
rights remained the most dangerous 
sector of human rights defence due to the 
exploitation of natural resources 
combined with corruption, weak 
governance and systemic poverty; 
whereas female defenders, often unable to 
own land or participate in decision-
making processes, face systematic and 
structural discrimination and violence 
and are at particular risk;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Sira Rego
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Draft opinion
Recital B a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

B a. whereas the UN General Assembly 
adopted a Declaration on human rights 
defenders in 1998; whereas this 
Declaration affirms that States should 
take all necessary measures to ensure the 
protection by the competent authorities of 
everyone, individually and in association 
with others, against any violence, threats, 
retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse 
discrimination, pressure or any other 
arbitrary action as a consequence of his 
or her legitimate exercise of the rights;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Maria Walsh

Draft opinion
Recital B a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

B a. whereas the negative impacts of 
climate change are disproportionately 
borne by persons and communities 
already in disadvantageous situations 
owing to geography, poverty, age, 
disability, cultural or ethnic background, 
that have historically contributed the least 
to greenhouse gas emissions and that the 
specific nature of indigenous peoples 
and their local communities can 
aggravate their vulnerability, as they can 
be located in incredibly isolated areas;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Bettina Vollath, Evin Incir
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Draft opinion
Recital B a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

B a. whereas climate change has an 
impact on fundamental rights such as the 
right to life, water, food, and health, the 
right to private and family life, the 
prohibition of inhuman and degrading 
treatment, and peaceful enjoyment of the 
home; whereas a clean and healthy 
environment is fundamental to human 
life;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Recital B a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

B a. whereas in recent years, 
environmental defenders have been 
subjected to ever increasing incidences of 
killings, kidnappings, torture, gender-
based violence, threats, harassment, 
intimidation, smear campaigns, 
criminalisation, judicial harassment, 
forced eviction and displacement;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Abir Al-Sahlani, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Recital B b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

B b. whereas according to the 
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Framework Principles on Human Rights 
and the Environment of the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Environment (2018)1a 
as regards states’ obligations under 
human rights law related to the enjoyment 
of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable 
environment, states must “…monitor and 
effectively enforce compliance with the 
standards by preventing, investigating, 
punishing and redressing violations of the 
standards by private actors as well as 
governmental authorities;” (Framework 
principle 12)
_________________
1a https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/017/42/
PDF/G1801742.pdf?OpenElement

Or. en

Amendment 15
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Recital B b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

B b. whereas, criminalisation of 
environmental defenders is routine in 
many countries and strategic lawsuits 
against public administration direct 
resources, energy and focus away from 
defenders´ work towards overcoming 
lengthy and often frivolous court 
proceedings;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Sira Rego

Draft opinion
Recital B b (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

B b. whereas environmental human 
rights defenders have been resisting in the 
EU and in third countries against human-
induced climate change, such as land 
grabs, illegal logging and mega-projects 
of multinational corporations;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Sira Rego

Draft opinion
Recital B c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

B c. whereas the UN Human Rights 
Council recognised in a resolution in 
2019 the positive, important and 
legitimate role played by human rights 
defenders in the promotion and protection 
of human rights as they relate to the 
enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and 
sustainable environment, and expressed 
deep concerns that human rights 
defenders working in environmental 
matters, referred to as environmental 
human rights defenders, are among the 
human rights defenders most exposed and 
at risk;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Recital B c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

B c. whereas over the last three years 
there have been recorded killings of 578 
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environmental, land and indigenous 
people´s rights defenders, with Philippines 
consistently being top of the list as the 
most dangerous country for being an 
environmental rights defender; notes that 
in many of the cases conflicts and 
violations take place within a context of 
economic inequality and social exclusion;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Abir Al-Sahlani, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Recital B c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

B c. whereas private and corporate 
actors have the obligation to address the 
human rights implications of climate 
change, in line with the UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human 
Rights, and play an important role in 
fostering civic space and promoting an 
enabling environment for environmental 
defenders;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Recital B d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

B d. whereas the economic crisis that is 
expected to result from the pandemic may 
push states to divert away from the 
environment in order to stimulate short 
term economic growth; whereas this will 
result in increased violence to force 
communities off their land to allow for its 
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exploitation;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Abir Al-Sahlani, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1. Acknowledges the inevitable link 
between environmental change and 
human rights;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Acknowledges the role of human 
rights defenders and their legal 
representatives; deplores the fact that 
environmental defenders are facing 
threats of violence;

1. Acknowledges the inextricable link 
between human rights and environmental 
protection and underlines the key role of 
human rights defenders and their legal 
representatives in this regard; condemns 
all acts of violence, harassment and 
intimidation committed against them; 
calls on the Member States to ensure that 
all such acts are investigated 
appropriately and effectively; calls on the 
Member States to establish and safeguard, 
in law and in practice, a safe, secure 
environment for human rights defenders 
in the area of the environment which 
enables them to carry out their work, and 
to guarantee them effective access to 
justice and appropriate legal remedies;

Or. fr
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Amendment 23
Abir Al-Sahlani, Olivier Chastel, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Acknowledges the role of human 
rights defenders and their legal 
representatives; deplores the fact that 
environmental defenders are facing threats 
of violence;

1. Acknowledges the crucial role of 
human rights defenders and their legal 
representatives in defending land, 
indigenous peoples’ and environmental 
rights; deplores the fact that environmental 
defenders are facing increasing levels of 
harassments and violence; particularly 
highlights the work of and condemns the 
risks for female environmental defenders;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Maria Walsh

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Acknowledges the role of human 
rights defenders and their legal 
representatives; deplores the fact that 
environmental defenders are facing threats 
of violence;

1. Acknowledges the role of human 
rights defenders and their legal 
representatives; deplores the increasing 
rate of killings and violent acts that 
environmental defenders are facing, such 
as gender-based violence, threats, 
harassment, intimidation, smear 
campaigns, criminalization, judicial 
harassment, forced eviction and 
displacement;

Or. en

Amendment 25
Sira Rego
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Acknowledges the role of human 
rights defenders and their legal 
representatives; deplores the fact that 
environmental defenders are facing threats 
of violence;

1. Expresses its strong support to 
human rights defenders and their legal 
representatives; condemns the fact that 
environmental human rights defenders are 
facing repression, criminalisation and 
threats against their lives for their struggle 
in favour of their environment and 
community;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Maria Grapini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Acknowledges the role of human 
rights defenders and their legal 
representatives; deplores the fact that 
environmental defenders are facing threats 
of violence;

1. Acknowledges the role of human 
rights defenders and their legal 
representatives; deplores the fact that 
environmental defenders are facing threats 
of violence and that their messages are 
being misunderstood;

Or. ro

Amendment 27
Bettina Vollath, Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Acknowledges the role of human 
rights defenders and their legal 
representatives; deplores the fact that 
environmental defenders are facing threats 
of violence;

1. Highlights the important role of 
human rights defenders and their legal 
representatives; condemns the fact that 
environmental defenders around the world 
and in Europe face increasing repression 
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and threats of violence and death;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Abir Al-Sahlani, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Reiterates that the obligation of 
states in protecting citizens’ rights is 
clearly laid out in international law; calls 
on the Commission and its Member States 
to protect the rights of defenders of 
environmental human rights in the EU 
and worldwide, specifically protecting 
freedom of expression and media freedom 
and pluralism in the context of 
environmental rights, and to ensure the 
safety and protection of journalists; calls 
on the EU and its Member States to take 
all measures necessary to create a safe 
and enabling environment for women 
environmental defenders;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Notes that female environmental 
defenders are also likely to be targeted by 
or exposed to threats and acts of violence 
linked specifically to their gender, 
particularly sexual violence, and to 
threats, harassment and defamation 
campaigns connected to their status as 
women; calls on the Member States to 
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ensure that all such acts are investigated 
appropriately and effectively and to 
introduce targeted measures to combat 
gender-based violence;

Or. fr

Amendment 30
Maria Walsh

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Further acknowledges the multiple 
and intersecting forms of violence and 
discrimination faced by women 
environmental human rights defenders, 
including sexual and gender-based 
violence; urges countries to adopt 
effective measures to protect women 
defenders and to consider integrating a 
gender perspective into their efforts to 
investigate threats and attacks against 
human rights defenders;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Invites the Commission to do more 
to protect human rights defenders, 
indigenous peoples, environmental 
activists and organisations engaged in the 
fight against climate change worldwide, 
and pay specific attention to the 
differentiated needs of protection of 
women human rights defenders;
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Or. en

Amendment 32
Dragoş Tudorache

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Calls for immediate action against 
the harassment, intimidation, violent 
attacks against and imprisonment of 
environmental defenders and calls for a 
rapid response for their protection against 
any harassment, persecution, and 
violence;

Or. en

Amendment 33
Sira Rego

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Calls on EU Member States to 
provide international protection to 
environmental human rights defenders 
who are seeking safety in the EU;

Or. en

Amendment 34
Jadwiga Wiśniewska, Joachim Stanisław Brudziński

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Expresses its concerns regarding 
the deterioration of the situation of 
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human rights defenders in many 
countries;

Or. en

Amendment 35
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Takes note of the report by the 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy 
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES)1 a, which found that 
human activities which cause climate 
change and biodiversity loss also increase 
the risk of pandemics through their 
impact on the environment, that the risk 
of pandemics can be considerably 
lessened by reducing human activities 
which drive biodiversity loss, and that the 
cost of reducing the risk of pandemics is 
100 times less than that of responding to 
them; welcomes the fact that the link 
between biodiversity loss and pandemics is 
acknowledged in the EU's recently-
adopted biodiversity strategy but stresses 
the urgent need to take fresh measures; 
calls for the political options set out by the 
IPBES to be adopted and implemented by 
the Commission and the Member States, 
thereby paving the way for the profound 
change needed to prevent future 
pandemics;
_________________
1 a IPBES workshop report on Biodiversity 
ad Pandemics: 
https://ipbes.net/pandemics

Or. fr

Amendment 36
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Maria Walsh

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 b. Recalls that countries are 
obligated under international law to 
respect the rights of environmental 
defenders and protect them from harm; 
urges, therefore, countries to guarantee 
the protection of environmental defenders 
by adopting laws and holistic protection 
measures, and by ensuring investigation 
into and accountability for attacks and 
threats against them;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 b. Calls on the Commission to ensure 
an action plan against the increased 
violence to force communities off their 
lands in the face of the covid-
19pandemic;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 c. Urges the Commission to provide 
support for states to introduce protection 
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mechanisms and legislation that would 
define environmental defenders, 
recognise their work and guarantee their 
protection;

Or. en

Amendment 39
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 d. Calls on increased political and 
financial support to environmental rights 
defenders and systematically condemn 
reprisals against them;

Or. en

Amendment 40
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 e. Calls on the EU to facilitate, in 
accordance with the UN human rights 
council resolution to facilitate public 
awareness and participation in 
environmental decision-making, 
including with civil society, women, 
children youth, indigenous people, rural 
and local communities, not limited to 
developing countries but globally;

Or. en

Amendment 41
Abir Al-Sahlani, Sophia in 't Veld
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to protect freedom of expression 
and media freedom and pluralism and to 
ensure the safety and protection of 
journalists in external relations;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 42
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to protect freedom of expression and 
media freedom and pluralism and to ensure 
the safety and protection of journalists in 
external relations;

2. Is deeply concerned by the 
growing deterioration in the situation of 
environmental defenders, whistle-blowers, 
journalists and legal professionals 
specialising in the environment 
throughout the world, including in the 
European Union; calls for the EU and its 
Member States to protect freedom of 
expression and media freedom and 
pluralism and to ensure the safety and 
protection of journalists; points out that 
whistleblowing is a fundamental aspect of 
freedom of expression and plays a central 
role in deterring and preventing 
wrongdoing and in strengthening 
democratic accountability and 
transparency; calls in this context on the 
Commission to monitor the transposition 
and guarantee the full application by the 
Member States of Directive (EU) 
2019/1937 on the protection of persons 
who report breaches of Union law;

Or. fr
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Amendment 43
Sira Rego

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to protect freedom of expression and 
media freedom and pluralism and to ensure 
the safety and protection of journalists in 
external relations;

2. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to protect freedom of expression and 
media freedom and pluralism and to ensure 
the safety and protection of journalists in 
the EU and in external relations; expresses 
its deep concern at the abuses, crimes and 
deadly attacks still being committed 
against journalists and media workers 
because of their activities;

Or. en

Amendment 44
Bettina Vollath, Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to protect freedom of expression and 
media freedom and pluralism and to ensure 
the safety and protection of journalists in 
external relations;

2. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to protect freedom of expression and 
media freedom and pluralism, the right to 
assembly and to ensure the safety and 
protection of journalists, whistleblowers 
and environmental defenders also in 
external relations;

Or. en

Amendment 45
Maria Grapini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment
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2. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to protect freedom of expression and 
media freedom and pluralism and to ensure 
the safety and protection of journalists in 
external relations;

2. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to protect freedom of expression and 
media freedom and pluralism and to ensure 
the safety and protection of journalists and 
environmental defenders in external 
relations;

Or. ro

Amendment 46
Dragoş Tudorache

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to protect freedom of expression and 
media freedom and pluralism and to ensure 
the safety and protection of journalists in 
external relations;

2. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to protect freedom of expression and 
media freedom and pluralism and to ensure 
the safety and protection of journalists, 
human rights defenders, and 
environmental defenders in external 
relations;

Or. en

Amendment 47
Bettina Vollath, Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Considers the right of information 
as an important instrument for people 
possibly affected by the climate change’s 
consequences to know early and 
appropriately about harmful effects of 
climate change and adaptation measures; 
demands respect for the right and 
freedom of information; supports an 
implementation of the principle of 
participation in the fight against climate 
change and the establishment of 
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interconnected structures in the Member 
states that allow full support of the public 
concerned;

Or. en

Amendment 48
Maria Grapini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Supports the Commission in 
strengthening democracy, the rule of law 
and human rights in the EU’s external 
action and in developing initiatives to 
combat organised crime, illegal land grabs 
and deforestation; strongly supports the 
development of stable institutions and 
enforceable justice and the promotion of 
good governance in the countries 
concerned;

3. Supports the Commission in 
strengthening democracy, the rule of law 
and human rights in the EU’s external 
action, given the continued need for the 
EU to be the world's leading player in 
promoting and enforcing the protection of 
human rights, and in developing initiatives 
to combat organised crime, illegal land 
grabs and deforestation; strongly supports 
the development of stable institutions and 
enforceable justice and the promotion of 
good governance in the countries 
concerned;

Or. ro

Amendment 49
Bettina Vollath, Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Supports the Commission in 
strengthening democracy, the rule of law 
and human rights in the EU’s external 
action and in developing initiatives to 
combat organised crime, illegal land grabs 
and deforestation; strongly supports the 
development of stable institutions and 
enforceable justice and the promotion of 

3. Supports the Commission in 
strengthening democracy, the rule of law 
and human rights in the EU’s external 
action in particular in regards of climate 
and in developing initiatives to combat 
organised crime, illegal land grabs and 
deforestation; strongly supports the 
development of stable institutions and 



AM\1217903EN.docx 25/44 PE660.268v01-00

EN

good governance in the countries 
concerned;

enforceable justice, better access to legal 
remedies for victims of human rights 
abuses as a result of climate change and 
the promotion of human rights and good 
governance;

Or. en

Amendment 50
Maria Walsh

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Supports the Commission in 
strengthening democracy, the rule of law 
and human rights in the EU’s external 
action and in developing initiatives to 
combat organised crime, illegal land grabs 
and deforestation; strongly supports the 
development of stable institutions and 
enforceable justice and the promotion of 
good governance in the countries 
concerned;

3. Supports the Commission in 
strengthening democracy, the rule of law 
and human rights in the EU’s external 
action and in developing initiatives to 
combat organised crime, illegal land grabs 
and deforestation as these are essential 
components to ensure the protection of 
environmental human rights defenders; 
strongly supports the development of stable 
institutions and enforceable justice and the 
promotion of good governance in the 
countries concerned;

Or. en

Amendment 51
Milan Uhrík

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Supports the Commission in 
strengthening democracy, the rule of law 
and human rights in the EU’s external 
action and in developing initiatives to 
combat organised crime, illegal land grabs 
and deforestation; strongly supports the 
development of stable institutions and 

3. Supports the Commission in 
developing initiatives to combat organised 
crime, illegal land grabs and deforestation; 
strongly supports the development of stable 
institutions and enforceable justice and the 
promotion of good governance in the 
countries concerned;
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enforceable justice and the promotion of 
good governance in the countries 
concerned;

Or. sk

Amendment 52
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Supports the Commission in 
strengthening democracy, the rule of law 
and human rights in the EU’s external 
action and in developing initiatives to 
combat organised crime, illegal land grabs 
and deforestation; strongly supports the 
development of stable institutions and 
enforceable justice and the promotion of 
good governance in the countries 
concerned;

3. Asks the Commission always to put 
democracy, the rule of law and human 
rights at the centre of the EU’s external 
action and to draw up and boost initiatives 
to combat organised crime, illegal land 
grabs and deforestation;

Or. fr

Amendment 53
Abir Al-Sahlani, Olivier Chastel, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Supports the Commission in 
strengthening democracy, the rule of law 
and human rights in the EU’s external 
action and in developing initiatives to 
combat organised crime, illegal land grabs 
and deforestation; strongly supports the 
development of stable institutions and 
enforceable justice and the promotion of 
good governance in the countries 
concerned;

3. Supports the Commission in 
strengthening democracy, the rule of law 
and human rights in the EU’s external 
action and in developing initiatives to 
combat organised crime, illegal land grabs 
and deforestation; strongly supports the 
work regarding development of stable 
institutions and enforceable justice and the 
promotion of good governance in the 
countries concerned;
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Or. en

Amendment 54
Sira Rego

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Supports the Commission in 
strengthening democracy, the rule of law 
and human rights in the EU’s external 
action and in developing initiatives to 
combat organised crime, illegal land grabs 
and deforestation; strongly supports the 
development of stable institutions and 
enforceable justice and the promotion of 
good governance in the countries 
concerned;

3. Calls on the Commission in 
respecting fundamental rights in all EU's 
internal and external policy and in 
ensuring that the EU does not support 
initiatives and projects that would lead to 
illegal land grabs, illegal logging and 
deforestation, including mega-projects of 
multinational corporations that have a 
damaging impact on the environment;

Or. en

Amendment 55
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Expresses its deep concern at the 
increasing criminalisation and 
persecution of environmental activists in 
developing countries by governments and 
multinational companies that are 
investing in the exploitation of natural, 
non-renewable resources, thus 
contributing to deforestation, loss of 
biodiversity and human rights violations, 
mostly affecting indigenous peoples; 
condemns any attempts to deregulate 
environmental and human rights 
protections in the context of the COVID-
19 pandemic and other crises; also 
expresses its concern at the situation of 



PE660.268v01-00 28/44 AM\1217903EN.docx

EN

environmental defenders and whistle-
blowers throughout the world; recalls that 
everyone should have access to the 
enjoyment of human rights, 
environmental protection and sustainable 
development, and that no one should be 
penalised, persecuted or harassed for 
protecting the environment; calls on the 
Commission to support environmental 
defenders across the world;

Or. en

Amendment 56
Maria Walsh

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Underlines that the security of 
environmental human rights defenders is 
inherently linked to the security of the 
communities they defend and can be 
protected with a holistic approach that 
includes the strengthening of democratic 
institutions, the fight against impunity, a 
reduction in economic inequality and 
equal access to justice; urges countries to 
take measures in this regard to strengthen 
democratic institutions, safeguard civic 
space, uphold the rule of law and combat 
impunity;

Or. en

Amendment 57
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Calls on the Commission to put 
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forward a legislative proposal to update 
and strengthen the EU's legislative 
framework on environmental 
administrative and criminal liability and 
access to justice in environmental matters 
and to examine the possibility of 
expanding the remit of the European 
Public Prosecutor's Office, once it is fully 
operational, to cover environmental 
offences;

Or. fr

Amendment 58
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 b. Deems that the introduction of 
binding and harmonised EU legislation 
on business due diligence can help 
improve the defence of human rights and 
compliance with environmental standards 
in the fight against impunity and climate 
change in developing countries and 
contribute to the implementation of the 
United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals, the Paris Agreement and the 
objectives of the EU Green Deal; stresses 
that the future legislation should take into 
account the specific needs and rights of 
women and vulnerable groups such as 
children and indigenous people, that the 
future legislation should be subjected to a 
meaningful and inclusive consultation 
process on the ground with the relevant 
stakeholders and affected communities, 
and that that process should be carried 
out in close cooperation with the EU 
Delegations; calls on the Commission to 
continue working towards the approval of 
the UN binding treaty for transnational 
corporations on human rights;

Or. en
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Amendment 59
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to promote and support 
international recognition of the crime of 
ecocide under the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court;

Or. fr

Amendment 60
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 c. Calls on the Commission to check 
carefully that the infrastructure and 
energy projects financed through the 
various development cooperation and 
external policy instruments, including 
through the European Investment Bank, 
do not jeopardise human rights, the 
Sustainable Development Goals, the 
objectives of the Paris agreement to 
combat climate change or the European 
Green Deal; also calls in this regard to 
carefully evaluate if the proposed projects 
have been consulted with indigenous 
communities and local population and 
have included their experience and 
knowledge of local ecology, human rights 
and development needs;

Or. en
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Amendment 61
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 d. Believes from a development 
perspective that the EU trade policy 
review should redefine, promote and 
reinforce the protection of the 
environment and human rights; stresses 
that social, environmental and human 
rights due diligence duties should be 
enforced within all new and existing trade 
mechanisms such as FTAs, Economic 
Partnership Agreements, Generalised 
Schemes of Preferences and Investment 
Agreements;

Or. en

Amendment 62
Bettina Vollath, Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Reiterates its position that all 
relevant EU policies, instruments and tools, 
including trade agreements, as well as 
development aid and visa policies should 
be linked with cooperation and respect for 
the rule of law and the principles of good 
governance; believes that this cooperation 
should be based on the ‘more for more’ 
principle and that insufficient 
cooperation, intimidation, repression and 
violence against indigenous people and 
environmental defenders should result in 
a reduction in external aid and support, 
without affecting humanitarian aid;

4. Reiterates its position that all 
relevant EU policies, instruments and tools, 
including trade agreements as well as 
development aid and visa policies should 
be linked with cooperation and respect for 
democracy, the rule of law, human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, respect for 
human dignity, as well as equality and 
solidarity and the principles of good 
governance; supports the establishment of 
an accountability mechanism to 
guarantee that funds are not used for 
projects that harm the environment or 
human rights; stresses that the respect for 
environment and human rights is 
essential to sustainable development; calls 
on the EU to explore ways to enhance 
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understanding, coordination and 
cooperation with regard to climate change 
induced displacement.

Or. en

Amendment 63
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Reiterates its position that all 
relevant EU policies, instruments and tools, 
including trade agreements, as well as 
development aid and visa policies should 
be linked with cooperation and respect for 
the rule of law and the principles of good 
governance; believes that this cooperation 
should be based on the ‘more for more’ 
principle and that insufficient 
cooperation, intimidation, repression and 
violence against indigenous people and 
environmental defenders should result in 
a reduction in external aid and support, 
without affecting humanitarian aid;

4. Reiterates its position that all 
relevant EU policies, instruments and tools, 
including trade agreements, as well as 
development aid and visa policies must 
always be based on the highest European 
and international environmental and 
human rights standards and must include 
the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development as points of 
reference for cooperation with non-EU 
countries; calls on the Commission to 
conduct specific impact assessments on 
human rights and gender equality before 
concluding any trade negotiation and to 
suspend or amend preferential trade 
agreements or arrangements whenever 
human rights, including those of 
environmental defenders, are 
systematically violated;

Or. fr

Amendment 64
Sira Rego

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Reiterates its position that all 
relevant EU policies, instruments and tools, 

4. Calls on the Commission to carry 
out a comprehensive human-rights and 
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including trade agreements, as well as 
development aid and visa policies should 
be linked with cooperation and respect for 
the rule of law and the principles of good 
governance; believes that this cooperation 
should be based on the ‘more for more’ 
principle and that insufficient 
cooperation, intimidation, repression and 
violence against indigenous people and 
environmental defenders should result in a 
reduction in external aid and support, 
without affecting humanitarian aid;

environmental review of all relevant EU 
policies, instruments and tools, including 
trade agreements, as well as development 
aid; calls on EU delegation in third 
countries to liaise closely with 
representatives of indigenous people and 
environmental defenders and support them 
through appropriate measures;

Or. en

Amendment 65
Abir Al-Sahlani, Olivier Chastel, Anna Júlia Donáth

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Reiterates its position that all 
relevant EU policies, instruments and tools, 
including trade agreements, as well as 
development aid and visa policies should 
be linked with cooperation and respect for 
the rule of law and the principles of good 
governance; believes that this cooperation 
should be based on the ‘more for more’ 
principle and that insufficient cooperation, 
intimidation, repression and violence 
against indigenous people and 
environmental defenders should result in a 
reduction in external aid and support, 
without affecting humanitarian aid;

4. Reiterates its position that all 
relevant EU policies, instruments and tools, 
including trade agreements, as well as 
development aid and visa policies should 
be on the prerequisite of respect for the 
rule of law and the principles of good 
governance, without harming final 
beneficiaries; believes that this 
cooperation should be based on the ‘more 
for more’ principle and that insufficient 
cooperation, intimidation, repression and 
violence against indigenous people and 
environmental defenders should result in a 
reduction in or suspension of external aid 
and support, without affecting 
humanitarian aid;

Or. en

Amendment 66
Milan Uhrík

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Reiterates its position that all 
relevant EU policies, instruments and tools, 
including trade agreements, as well as 
development aid and visa policies should 
be linked with cooperation and respect for 
the rule of law and the principles of good 
governance; believes that this cooperation 
should be based on the ‘more for more’ 
principle and that insufficient cooperation, 
intimidation, repression and violence 
against indigenous people and 
environmental defenders should result in a 
reduction in external aid and support, 
without affecting humanitarian aid;

4. Reiterates its position that all 
relevant EU policies, instruments and tools, 
including trade agreements, as well as 
development aid and visa policies should 
be linked with cooperation and respect for 
the rule of law and the principles of good 
governance; believes that this cooperation 
should be based on the ‘more for more’ 
principle and that insufficient cooperation 
when cases of intimidation, repression and 
violence against indigenous people and 
environmental defenders have been 
confirmed and verified should result in a 
reduction in external aid and support, 
without affecting humanitarian aid;

Or. sk

Amendment 67
Abir Al-Sahlani, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Recalls the obligation of the EU 
and its Member States to regulate 
corporations operating in the Union in 
order to safeguard human rights; stresses 
how this includes creating avenues for 
accountability and judicial redress;

Or. en

Amendment 68
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Calls on the Union and the 
Member States to support, at the next UN 
General Assembly, global recognition of 
the right to a safe, clean, healthy and 
sustainable environment;

Or. fr

Amendment 69
Jadwiga Wiśniewska, Joachim Stanisław Brudziński

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Supports the work of human rights 
defenders, their protection and the 
development of an enabling environment 
for their activities;

Or. en

Amendment 70
Abir Al-Sahlani, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 b. Welcomes the Commission’s 
commitment to adopt a legislative 
proposal on EU-wide due diligence 
requirements for businesses to identify, 
prevent, mitigate and account for abuses 
of human rights, including the rights of 
the child and fundamental freedoms, 
serious bodily injury or health risks, 
environmental damage, including with 
respect to climate; stresses the importance 
of revising the Directive on 
Environmental Liability, notably with 
regards to enhancing enforcement, in 
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order to ensure liability of EU businesses 
for environmental damage;

Or. en

Amendment 71
Bettina Vollath, Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to provide financial and technical 
assistance for indigenous people, refugees 
and displaced people in hosting 
communities;

5. Stresses that indigenous peoples 
around the world are particularly affected 
by the consequences of climate change, 
and that children from Indigenous 
communities are often particularly 
vulnerable to climatic changes; strongly 
condemns violence against indigenous 
people, Human Rights and environmental 
defenders; whereas climate-induced 
displacement may pose a direct threat to 
human rights, culture and traditional 
knowledge, as well as to the right to a 
nationality; calls for the EU and its 
Member States to consider the rights of 
indigenous peoples in climate policies and 
to provide special financial and technical 
assistance for indigenous people, refugees 
and displaced people;

Or. en

Amendment 72
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to provide financial and technical 
assistance for indigenous people, refugees 
and displaced people in hosting 

5. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to provide financial and technical 
assistance to implement support 
programmes for those most vulnerable to 
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communities; the consequences of climate change, such 
as indigenous people, refugees and 
displaced people;

Or. fr

Amendment 73
Milan Uhrík

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to provide financial and technical 
assistance for indigenous people, refugees 
and displaced people in hosting 
communities;

5. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to consider the urgency and extent 
of financial and technical assistance for 
indigenous people, refugees and displaced 
people in hosting communities according 
to the specific conditions and situation in 
the country;

Or. sk

Amendment 74
Abir Al-Sahlani, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to provide financial and technical 
assistance for indigenous people, refugees 
and displaced people in hosting 
communities;

5. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to provide financial and technical 
assistance for indigenous people, refugees 
and displaced people, as well as 
environmental defenders, in hosting 
communities;

Or. en

Amendment 75
Sira Rego
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to provide financial and technical 
assistance for indigenous people, refugees 
and displaced people in hosting 
communities;

5. Calls for the EU and its Member 
States to provide support to people who 
have been forced to move as a result of 
climate-induced displacement within a 
State or across an international border;

Or. en

Amendment 76
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Believes that in the next few years 
climate change will create more 
environmental migrants from developing 
and developed countries; welcomes the 
landmark decision of the UN Human 
Rights Committee in the case of Teitiota v. 
New Zealand recognising that people 
fleeing climate-related and natural 
disasters have a valid claim for 
international protection under the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights; urges the Commission 
and the Member States to take stock of 
this ruling and take all the necessary 
measures to ensure full protection of 
environmentally displaced persons under 
EU law, and to provide appropriate 
asylum for climate refugees;

Or. en

Amendment 77
Bettina Vollath, Evin Incir

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Highlights that also women are 
especially affected by the impacts of the 
climate change; calls on the EU and its 
Member States to consider the particular 
situation of women and girls and to 
identify gender-specific discrimination 
and vulnerabilities, addressing good 
practices where women act as agents of 
change in safeguarding sustainably 
environment; stresses that gender equality 
and the effective participation of women 
are important and indispensable for 
effective action to combat climate change 
in all areas;

Or. en

Amendment 78
Sira Rego

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Supports a human rights-based 
approach to migration governance in 
third countries and the strengthening of 
the capacity of states, civil society and UN 
partners to implement this approach.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 79
Bettina Vollath, Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Supports a human rights-based 6. Supports a holistic human and 
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approach to migration governance in third 
countries and the strengthening of the 
capacity of states, civil society and UN 
partners to implement this approach.

fundamental rights-based approach in the 
EU’s external action and the strengthening 
of the capacity of states as well as the 
cooperation and the permanent dialogue 
with civil society organizations including 
those representing indigenous peoples 
and other persons in vulnerable situations 
and UN partners in implementing this 
approach; supports the identifying and 
promoting of good practices related to 
human rights obligations and 
commitments that support and strengthen 
the environmental protection 
policymaking on European and 
international level.

Or. en

Amendment 80
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Supports a human rights-based 
approach to migration governance in third 
countries and the strengthening of the 
capacity of states, civil society and UN 
partners to implement this approach.

6. Underlines the need to strengthen 
a human-rights-based approach to 
migration at EU and international level, in 
full cooperation with civil society and UN 
partners; proposes that any change in the 
environment due to climate change be 
explicitly listed among eligibility criteria 
for humanitarian protection; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to 
present any such proposals at 
international forums, alongside other EU 
initiatives;

Or. fr

Amendment 81
Maria Walsh

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6
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Draft opinion Amendment

6. Supports a human rights-based 
approach to migration governance in third 
countries and the strengthening of the 
capacity of states, civil society and UN 
partners to implement this approach.

6. Supports a human rights-based 
approach to migration governance in third 
countries which considers any human 
rights protection gaps in the context of 
migration and the displacement of 
persons due to the adverse effects of 
climate change and the strengthening of 
the capacity of states, civil society and UN 
partners to implement this approach;

Or. en

Amendment 82
Maria Grapini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Supports a human rights-based 
approach to migration governance in third 
countries and the strengthening of the 
capacity of states, civil society and UN 
partners to implement this approach.

6. Supports a human rights-based 
approach to migration governance in third 
countries, more effective control of 
external borders and migrant flows and 
the strengthening of the capacity of states, 
civil society and UN partners to implement 
this approach.

Or. ro

Amendment 83
Abir Al-Sahlani, Anna Júlia Donáth, Sophia in 't Veld

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Supports a human rights-based 
approach to migration governance in third 
countries and the strengthening of the 
capacity of states, civil society and UN 
partners to implement this approach.

6. Supports a human rights-based 
approach to migration governance in third 
countries and to the EU, including the 
creation of legal pathways to the EU as 
well as the strengthening of the capacity of 
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states, civil society and UN partners to 
implement this approach.

Or. en

Amendment 84
Milan Uhrík

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Supports a human rights-based 
approach to migration governance in third 
countries and the strengthening of the 
capacity of states, civil society and UN 
partners to implement this approach.

6. Supports an approach to reducing 
migration based on the principle of 
resolving the crisis within third countries 
and on the strengthening of the capacity of 
states, civil society and UN partners to 
implement this approach.

Or. sk

Amendment 85
Evin Incir, Bettina Vollath

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Recalls that the negative 
consequences of climate change 
undermine a country’s development 
prospects, compounding already existing 
inequalities such as gender disparities; 
underlines that the impact of climate 
change is worse for more vulnerable 
people such as women and girls, and that 
80 % of people displaced by climate 
change are women; welcomes the 
commitments made by Vice-President 
Timmermans to redress gender 
inequalities that are exacerbated by 
climate change; urges the Commission to 
mainstream gender equality and climate 
justice in the elaboration and 
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implementation of all policies that have 
an impact on the situation of women and 
girls, and to promote the participation of 
indigenous women, women’s rights 
defenders and all marginalised gender 
communities within the UNFCCC 
framework;

Or. en

Amendment 86
Damien Carême

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Takes the view that climate change 
will force more and more people to 
migrate; welcomes in this context the 
historic decision of the UN Human Rights 
Commission in the case Teitiota v. New 
Zealand, which recognised that people 
displaced by climate and natural disasters 
are entitled to international protection 
under the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights; urges the 
Commission and the Member States to 
consider this decision and to take all 
measures necessary to ensure that people 
displaced for environmental reasons are 
fully protected under Community law as 
well as providing them with a proper 
asylum procedure by creating safe and 
legal migration pathways;

Or. fr

Amendment 87
Dragoş Tudorache

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Calls for further collaboration 
with international partners to integrate 
the infringement of human rights caused 
by environmental degradation in 
environmental policies and take human 
rights- based climate actions;

Or. en

Amendment 88
Jadwiga Wiśniewska, Joachim Stanisław Brudziński

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Recognises the invaluable work of 
human rights defenders for the protection 
and promotion of human rights and 
fundamental values;

Or. en

Amendment 89
Dragoş Tudorache

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 b. Calls for the EU to address the 
climate crisis as a human rights crisis and 
implement effective measures to fight 
climate change and lead the way for 
safeguarding the rights of future 
generations.

Or. en


