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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Women’s Rights and Gender Equality, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas European citizens are protected from discrimination under Article 21 of the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights;

B. whereas Directives 2011/36/EU, 2011/99/EU and 2012/29/EU establish a basis for 
combating gender-based violence (GBV);

1. Emphasises the importance of maintaining an intersectional approach in the Gender 
Equality Strategy (GES), and adding specific and measurable undertakings, especially 
relating to groups protected from discrimination by EU law and the case law of the 
European Court of Human Rights and the European Court of Justice;

2. Reiterates its call for the Council and the Commission to swiftly adopt the Horizontal 
Anti-discrimination Directive;

3. Expresses its concern at the widespread prevalence of GBV in all its forms and the lack 
of full access to sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR);

4. Urges the EU to accede to the Istanbul Convention without delay; commends the 
Commission on its commitment to propose measures to achieve the same objectives if 
accession to the Convention remains blocked;

5. Calls for an EU-wide action plan to prevent and combat all forms of GBV; to this end 
calls for the appointment of a coordinator to implement this action plan;

6. Calls on the Commission to ensure the continuity of the work of the EU Anti-
Trafficking Coordinator by providing a mandate that allows the development of new 
initiatives; welcomes the new anti-trafficking strategy to be proposed by the 
Commission; calls for a revision of Directive 2011/36/ EU so that the use of services 
provided by victims of trafficking can be criminalised;

7. Notes the lack of a common approach or definitions for the various forms of cyber 
violence, which are expressions of GBV; calls on the Commission to propose a 
legislative instrument on combating cyber violence;

8. Calls on Member States to ensure and improve access to justice, inter alia by training 
law enforcement and judicial staff on GBV and hate crimes, including those committed 
online; calls on Member States to ensure safe conditions for reporting, combat under-
reporting, and provide legal aid as well as integrated support services and shelters;

9. Notes with concern the issue of shrinking civic space in relation to civil society 
organisations and human rights defenders working on gender equality, minority and 
women’s rights and SRHR.


