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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that organised crime has demonstrated a high degree of infiltration into the 
social, economic, entrepreneurial and administrative structure of Member States, as well 
as an ability to launder in the legal economy the huge proceeds of crimes including 
those committed against the EU’s financial interests, thus representing a serious threat 
to EU citizens’ liberties, as well as to democracy and the rule of law, and necessitating a 
common, coordinated response from the EU and its Member States; welcomes, in this 
regard, the 2021-2025 EU strategy to tackle organised crime, presented by the 
Commission on 14 April 2021;

2. Highlights that organised criminal groups take advantage of the different laws in 
individual Member States, and that the development of a harmonised anti-fraud 
approach at EU level is complicated by differing definitions of organised crime; 
reiterates therefore its previous calls for the revision of Council Framework Decision 
2008/841/JHA of 24 October 2008, and the need to establish a common definition of 
organised crime, which should also take into account the use of violence, corruption or 
intimidation by criminal groups to obtain control of economic activities or public 
procurement, or to influence democratic processes;

3. Welcomes the start of operations of the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) on 
1 June 2021; reiterates the need to ensure that the EPPO has all the necessary resources 
to carry out its functions, in order to protect the EU’s financial interests;

4. Considers that funds that are managed jointly by the EU and the Member States, namely 
funds in ‘shared management’ for which the Commission currently entrusts the Member 
States with implementation programmes at national level, need to be better assessed and 
followed up on; calls on the Member States to set up a reliable and effective 
management and control system for the allocation of these funds to end recipients, also 
with a view to preventing, detecting and correcting irregularities;

5. Considers that strong safeguards should be put in place to prevent abuse at national and 
European level, with solid due diligence procedures and transparency on beneficiaries 
of EU funds, in order to stop criminals illegally benefiting from EU funds;

6. Believes that fraud prevention and the fight against fraud by organised crime should be 
a priority focus of managing, certifying and audit authorities, as well as being the 
subject of specialised financial investigations; believes that the fight against organised 
criminal groups also requires enhanced rules and measures regarding the freezing and 
confiscation of assets;

7. Stresses that exchanges of information on irregularities in the use of funds should take 
place between the competent national and EU administrations as well as between the 
relevant law enforcement and judicial authorities.


