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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Acknowledges that the need to respond swiftly and effectively to a crisis often has a 
direct impact on the balance between the different powers of the state and recognises 
that governments and local authorities may be forced to adopt emergency measures with 
less public consultation than would generally be expected; calls attention to the great 
importance of upholding an effective system of checks and balances for all actions 
taken in response to an emergency;

2. Is of the opinion that the response to the current COVID-19 crisis may have increased 
the risk and instances of corruption; believes that the response to the COVID-19 crisis is 
also a reminder that openness, transparency, accountability and law enforcement are 
essential components of democratic governance;

3. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to carefully review the policies they 
enacted during the COVID-19 crisis and to define new mechanisms and protocols for 
any future emergency spending;

4. Points out that corruption in general undermines the functioning of the state and public 
authorities at all levels and is one of the key enablers of organised crime; emphasises 
that effective anti-corruption frameworks and transparency and integrity in the exercise 
of state power can strengthen legal systems and trust in public authorities and 
democratic processes;

5. Stresses that the incorrect management of public funds and ineffective responses to a 
crisis may intensify growing distrust in government; believes that the public has the 
right to be informed and to be provided with up-to-date, transparent and reliable 
information and data during crises;

6. Welcomes the critical role of civil society organisations in fighting corruption; 
emphasises that the success of any emergency response greatly depends on the active 
participation of all actors in society; believes that the current COVID-19 crisis has 
highlighted the importance of maintaining a robust system of citizen participation in 
public decision-making;

7. Acknowledges the current role and future potential of using artificial intelligence and 
big data in fighting corruption and the misuse of public funds; points out that all 
information and data must be processed in a proper way to ensure data protection and 
the privacy of citizens;

8. Calls on the Member States to follow the recommendations of the Group of States 
against Corruption (GRECO) and welcomes the possibility of the EU joining GRECO 
as a full member.


