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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
*** Consent procedure

***I Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading)
***II Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)

***III Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.)
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the draft Council decision on the conclusion, on behalf of the Union, of the 
Agreement between the European Union and the Federative Republic of Brazil 
amending the Agreement between the European Union and the Federative Republic of 
Brazil on short-stay visa waiver for holders of diplomatic, service or official passports
(13445/1/2018 – C9-0415/2021 – 2018/0086(NLE))

(Consent)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the draft Council decision (13445/1/2018),

– having regard to the draft Agreement between the European Union and the Federative 
Republic of Brazil amending the Agreement between the European Union and the 
Federative Republic of Brazil on short-stay visa waiver for holders of diplomatic, 
service or official passports (13446/2018),

– having regard to the request for consent submitted by the Council in accordance with 
Article 77(2), point (a), and Article 218(6), second subparagraph, point (a)(v) of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (C9-0415/2021),

– having regard to Rule 105(1) and (4), and Rule 114(7) of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the recommendation of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs (A9-0000/2022),

1. Gives its consent to the conclusion of the agreement;

2. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States and of the Federative Republic of 
Brazil.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

This amending agreement on the waiver of short-stay visas for holders of ordinary passports    
and for holders of diplomatic, service or official passports constitutes simultaneously a 
culmination of the deepening of relations between the European Union and the Federative 
Republic of Brazil.

Brazil and the EU share a long-standing relationship based on strong cultural, historical, 
political and economic ties based on shared core values. Brazil was one of the first countries to 
establish diplomatic relations with the EU. In the 1960s, the two parties exchanged formal 
diplomatic Missions. The EU together with twenty-three EU member states currently have a 
diplomatic presence in Brasilia.  

In 2007, the EU and Brazil formalised their role as key global partners through the 
establishment of the formal EU-Brazil Strategic Partnership. The new partnership was launched 
at the 1st EU-Brazil Summit held in Lisbon in 2007.

In the context of the Strategic Partnership, regular dialogues have been set up in over 30 areas 
such as political issues and human rights; foreign affairs, multilateral issues, cyber security, 
environment and climate change; culture and education; maritime and air transport; energy; and 
science and innovation. 

Economic relations between the EU and Brazil have developed through the summit process, 
through macroeconomic dialogues, bilateral exchanges between the EU and Brazilian 
authorities as well as through cooperation in multilateral fora, such as the G20. For example, 
the 7th EU-Brazil Summit, held in 2014, identified strong, balanced and sustainable economic 
growth and job creation among the key areas of cooperation. Regular macroeconomic dialogues 
between the EU and Brazil provide a useful forum for open exchange of views about the EU 
and Brazil's respective economies, macroeconomic policy issues and global economic 
challenges.

More recently, the European Union and Brazil have cooperated closely since the COVID-19 
pandemic started in early 2020. Brazil assisted with the repatriation of thousands of stranded, 
non-resident EU citizens at the onset of the crisis.

On 16 July 2014 the Commission adopted a recommendation for a Council Decision for 
authorising the opening of negotiations for amending the short-stay visa waiver agreements 
between the European Union and Brazil, which the Council adopted on 9 October 2014. 

The negotiations with Brazil were successfully finalised on 31 October 2017 by the initialling 
of the agreements amending the two Agreements between the European Union and the 
Federative Republic of Brazil on short-stay visa waiver for holders of diplomatic, service or 
official passports, and for holders of ordinary passports. However, the amending agreements 
with Brazil (for holders of ordinary passports and one for holders of diplomatic passports), 
which were initialled in 2017, were signed only on 27 September 2021. 

The main elements of the agreements are: 

a) Updated definition of short stay, in line with EU acquis and fit for the EES entry into 
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operations: the words “three months” should be interpreted as “90 days”; the words 
"three months during a six months period" shall be interpreted as "90 days in any 180-
day period";

b) Entry into force only six months after ratification;
c) A declaration added as annex to the Council decision: “Regulation (EU) 2017/2226 of 

the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2017 establishing an 
Entry/Exit System (EES) to register entry and exit data and refusal of entry data of 
third-country nationals crossing the external borders of the Member States and 
determining the conditions for access to the Entry/Exit System for law enforcement 
purposes, and amending the Convention implementing the Schengen Agreement and 
Regulations (EC) No 767/2008 and (EU) No 1077/2011 entered into force on 29 
December 2017. As a consequence, as from the date of application of Regulation (EU) 
2017/2226 for the purposes of this Agreement Member States applying the Schengen 
acquis in full will mean Member States operating the Entry/Exit System at the external 
borders. The maximum period of 90 days in any 180-day period will be calculated 
taking into account the period of stay.”

In conclusion, these agreements may allow us the continuation of our partnership under a clear 
legal framework. The amending visa exemption will continue sending out a positive message 
of support for the country.

Furthermore, the rapporteur would stress the by no means negligible impact, which the visa 
waiver will have on rapprochement between the peoples of Europe and Brazil. The new visa 
waiver agreement will enable citizens not only to derive full benefit from the EU-Brazil 
Strategic Partnership but continuing to participate in it by travelling at a reduced, economical 
and practical cost under a clearer and more coherent legal framework. 

Specific provisions

The specific situation of the United Kingdom and Ireland is taken into account in the preamble. 
Thus the United Kingdom and Ireland will not participate in the agreement which has been 
concluded and are not subject to its provisions.

The close involvement of Norway, Iceland, Switzerland and Liechtenstein with the 
implementation, application and development of the Schengen acquis is likewise reflected in a 
joint declaration annexed to the Agreement. The declaration encourages the authorities of those 
countries to conclude as quickly as possible with the Federative Republic of Brazil bilateral 
agreements on the short-stay visa waiver in terms similar to those of this Agreement.

**

Finally, the rapporteur recommends that the members of Parliament’s Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs support this report and that the European Parliament give 
its consent.


