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Subject: Persecution of homosexuals in Egypt

An administrative court in Cairo (Egypt) sentenced on 15 March 2003 21 persons to three years' 
imprisonment and forced labour, while 29 were acquitted in the so-called 'Queen Boat' trial. The 
sentences were generally harsher than those issued by an Egyptian State Security Court in November 
2001, later annulled by the Egyptian President Mubarak: the sentences of those who had originally 
been convicted were extended on appeal to three years, the maximum sentence allowed under 
Egyptian law. Parliament had repeatedly condemned the persecution of homosexuals in Egypt, and 
had asked the Commission and the Council to activate all diplomatic channels and measures to 
express EU concern. 

Having regard to the above grave developments, what measures will the Council take? Will the 
Council implement progressive measures to condemn the repeated and serious violation of the 
fundamental human rights of Egyptian citizens and avoid such events happening in future? Does the 
Council not think that it is necessary and urgent to freeze the implementation of the EU-Egypt 
Association Agreement until this persecution against homosexuals stops?
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