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ORAL QUESTION WITH DEBATE O-0074/03
pursuant to Rule 42 of the Rules of Procedure
by Jan Wiersma, on behalf of the PSE Group, Jillian Evans, Nelly Maes, Patricia McKenna, Elisabeth 
Schroedter, Caroline Lucas, Jean Lambert and Marie Isler Béguin, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group, 
Johan Van Hecke, on behalf of the ELDR Group, Pernille Frahm, Luisa Morgantini, Pedro Marset 
Campos, Salvador Jové Peres, Emmanouil Bakopoulos, Erik Meijer, Lucio Manisco, Hans Modrow, 
Luigi Vinci, Gérard Caudron, María Bergaz Conesa and Freddy Blak, on behalf of the GUE/NGL 
Group, Ulla Sandbæk
to the Council

Subject: Nuclear Disarmament: Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference in 2005 - EU 
preparation of third NPT Prepcom (New York, 26 April - 7 May 2004)

In the perspective of the reputation and the determination of the EU to play a front-runner's role to 
promote and obtain nuclear weapon disarmament, what steps is the Council taking to make the third 
NPT Prepcom in New York (26 April - 7 May 2004) a success?

Will the Member States produce a common position that will become part of the commitments in the ' 
Basic Principles (and) Action Plan ... for an EU Strategy against proliferation of WMD', as adopted in 
Thessaloniki in June? Has CONOP prioritised the NPT Prepcom? What dialogue will the EU organise 
with its non-EU partners within and outside NATO? What commitments will the Irish Presidency 
make?

Will the Council prepare regular progress reports on this issue to Parliament? Can the Council provide 
analysis of how far EU Member States have implemented the action programme of 13 'Practical Steps' 
as agreed upon in the 2000 NPT Review Conference?

Will progress reports include details on issues such as: dismantling of nuclear weapon arsenals, 
nuclear-weapon-free zones, clauses on no first use of nuclear weapons, no use of nuclear weapons 
against non-nuclear-weapon states (negative security assurances), a total ban on nuclear weapon 
testing and on development of new nuclear weapons (including reduced yield and nuclear earth 
penetrators), export controls on nuclear weapon materials, nuclear safeguard and verification 
agreements and the prevention of nuclear terrorism?

Will reference be made to the Proliferation Security Initiative? In the perspective of the upcoming 
Prepcom, will the Council revise the draft Security Strategy as produced by HR Javier Solana to 
include specific reference to the universal commitments of the Member States - in particular those 
with nuclear weapons on their territory (including sub-strategical nuclear air-ground types) - 
commitments to non-proliferation and disarmament and their commitment to the NPT process and 
objectives and to Article 6 of that Treaty in particular?

Will the Council prepare a statement on progress made by the EU since the report by Parliament on 
the NPT treaty as adopted on 5 April 19951 and all resolutions on nuclear disarmament which 
Parliament has adopted since that time on a regular basis?

In what way will the EU take up the international Mayors' campaign - initiated by the Mayors of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki - on nuclear disarmament? 
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