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ORAL QUESTION WITH DEBATE O-0084/03/rev.1
pursuant to Rule 42 of the Rules of Procedure
by Guido Bodrato, on behalf of the PPE-DE Group, Gilles Savary, on behalf of the PSE Group, 
Nicholas Clegg, on behalf of the ELDR Group, Konstantinos Alyssandrakis, on behalf of the 
GUE/NGL Group, Yves Piétrasanta, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group, Seán Ó Neachtain, on behalf 
of the UEN Group
to the Commission

Subject: White Paper on European Space Policy

Having regard to the recent publication of the White Paper on European Space Policy which responds 
positively to the EP's resolution of 9 October 2003, in confirming the objective of guaranteeing an 
independent EU capability in space policy, as essential towards making the European economy the 
most competitive in the world;

having regard to the handling of public resources necessary for this strategy, and the need to 
progressively improve the budget allocations in the European space sector, both in this first step based 
on the EC-ESA framework agreement, and in the second where competence will be shared between 
the EU and Member States;

considering that the aspiration, the risks involved and the use of public resources require the proper 
organisation of public expenditure and the promotion of private-public partnerships (whenever such 
an initiative is possible);

1. How does the Commission intend to enhance space technology and to guarantee sustained access 
to space at reasonable prices, possibly through cooperation with other space powers?

2. What, for the Galileo project, is the private sector's role, and what is the predictable contribution 
by countries such as China and India who have declared their interest in this project?

3. What action does the Commission intend to take in order to coordinate the institutional 
requirement to promote the GMES (Global Monitoring for Environment and Security) project?

4. What are the precise political and financial arrangements for establishing Soyuz at Kourou, and 
how will it affect European policy on launchers in terms of international cooperation and of 
preserving this sector of technology and industry? What are the arrangements for EU intervention 
in this area?

5. In which form of international cooperation is the ‘launchers problem’ included, with regard to 
Ariane, launchers’ structures and small launchers, and what is the involvement of the EU?

6. In what way could Europe participate in the re-launching of the international space station when, 
at the same time, the USA has announced its intention to re-launch the ‘Moon Project’?

7. What concrete steps does the Commission intend to take in order to advance the exploration of 
space and the solar system, the sciences of the universe and space-based scientific research?
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