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Subject: Long-term consequences of the Second World War

As a consequence of World War II and of the division of post-war Europe into spheres of influence 
based on the Yalta agreements, some Eastern and Central Europe countries lost their independence. 
Other nations fell under the rule of totalitarian regimes controlled by Communist Russia. This 
situation led to the loss of citizens’ rights and to the economic backwardness of the region.  What 
political, legal and economic initiatives of the European Union can be used to overcome the existing 
development disparities and to strengthen democracy in those countries?

In what way can the EU prevent the return of thinking and political actions that are based on the 
category of spheres of influence and on disregard for the free will of nations?
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