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ORAL QUESTION WITH DEBATE O-0097/05
pursuant to Rule 108 of the Rules of Procedure
by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou, Nathalie Griesbeck, Csaba Őry, Zsolt Becsey, Béla Glattfelder, 
Árpád Duka-Zólyomi, Edit Bauer, László Surján, István Pálfi, Kinga Gál, Lívia Járóka, András 
Gyürk, József Szájer, Péter Olajos, György Schöpflin, Etelka Barsi-Pataky, Pál Schmitt, Amalia 
Sartori, Piia-Noora Kauppi, Panayiotis Demetriou, Sylwester Chruszcz, Urszula Krupa, Bogusław 
Rogalski, Witold Tomczak, Maciej Giertych, Mirosław Piotrowski, Dariusz Grabowski, Kathy 
Sinnott, Miroslav Mikolášik, Ryszard Czarnecki, Nikolaos Vakalis, Konstantinos Hatzidakis, Ioannis 
Varvitsiotis, Anna Záborská, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Astrid Lulling, Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou, 
Simon Busuttil, David Casa and Bogdan Pęk
to the Council

Subject: Application of a reduced VAT rate to products and services essential to the welfare of 
children

Annex H to the 6th VAT Directive (77/388/EC1) lists the goods and services to which a reduced VAT 
rate of no less than 5% may be applied. It should be noted, however, that this list makes practically no 
reference to products and services necessary to the welfare of children. The only products or services 
for infants mentioned in Annex H are children’s car seats and provision of books, including colouring 
and drawing books.

Given that 15% of Europe’s citizens are threatened with poverty (Eurostat statistics) and bearing in 
mind the serious demographic problems faced by the European Union, it is becoming increasingly 
necessary to take appropriate measures to ensure that couples can have the number of children they 
want without being exposed to economic problems.

In view of the above, does the Council envisage including in Annex H to the 6th VAT Directive 
products that are absolutely necessary to children’s wellbeing (e.g. clothes, shoes, pacifiers, babies’ 
bottles, bottle-warmers, buggies, etc.), as well as childcare services, in order to help reduce the costs 
of households with children, particularly those faced with economic difficulties or poverty?
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