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Subject: Milk quotas

The European Commission intends to undertake a ‘health check’ of the CAP in 2008, which is likely
to include a debate on the future of milk quotas. The existing regime of milk quotas, which has been
in force since 1984 and is set to continue until 2015, has been questioned from certain quarters and
was discussed at the informal meeting of the agriculture ministers in Oulu.

In view of these signs of a possible progressive dismantling of the quota system (phasing-out), it
seems necessary now to have a proper debate so that producers and the industry have time to adapt to
possible future changes.

Does the European Commission intend to maintain the system of milk quotas until 2015, which offers
a certain protection for many producers, or does it intend to dismantle the quota system progressively
or gradually from 2008 onwards? If phasing out is intended, what specific measures might be
involved for milk producers?
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