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Subject: US visa requirement for EU citizens from 10 Member States

To date the USA continues to require entry visas for citizens coming from nine of the 10 new Member 
States (Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia) as 
well as Greece.

This situation is one of non-reciprocity, whereby these countries grant US citizens visa-free travel but 
this is not reciprocated.

More significantly, this situation is discriminatory in that the visa requirement is imposed on 10 out of 
25 EU countries, thereby creating an unjustified distinction between EU citizens coming from 
different EU countries. Citizens from the affected EU countries rightly expect to be treated equally as 
citizens from the other 15 countries.

Despite the Commission's efforts, the last report on cases where visa waiver non-reciprocity is 
maintained by certain countries - COM(2006)0568 final - reports no progress. In the light of the 
above:

1. What action is the Commission prepared to take in order to redress this situation?

2. When does the Commission expect the requirement for US entry visas on the affected 10 countries 
to be lifted?
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