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by Simon Busuttil, Agustín Díaz de Mera García Consuegra and Patrick Gaubert, on behalf of the 
PPE-DE Group, Roberta Angelilli, on behalf of the UEN Group
to the Council

Subject: Illegal immigration, external action of the EU and Frontex

With the onset of spring and finer weather, the influx of illegal migration across the Mediterranean and 
the Atlantic has once again started and is creating a great deal of pressure on southern EU Member 
States. Boats are crossing from the African Atlantic to the Canary Islands and from the south of the 
Mediterranean Sea to Greece, Malta, Italy and the south of Spain.

It is reliably reported that there is a huge concentration of people waiting to cross (mainly from 
Western Sahara, Mauritania, Senegal, Guinea-Conakry and Libya) and that criminal organisations are 
there ready to exploit them. Prospective immigrants pay a great deal of money to make the crossing 
in small unseaworthy boats, but all too often many also pay with their lives. 

Despite the many efforts of the Commission and of the EU Frontex agency, it does not appear that 
the phenomenon of illegal immigration is under control, and the European Parliament is concerned 
that Member States are not helping the agency sufficiently, notably on commitments made to CRATE. 

Yet this is not the first year in which we are facing this influx and one would expect Member States to 
be better prepared than previous years. 

– Does the Council consider that Member States are sufficiently prepared to face the challenge of 
illegal immigration this year?

– Is the Council confident that this year we shall not see another human tragedy, with the loss of 
many lives at sea?

– Is the Council satisfied that Member States are giving Frontex sufficient support in its task of 
coordinating their actions on the protection of the EU's external borders?

– Does the Council envisage extending the principle of 'compulsory solidarity', which obliges 
Member States to assist each other on border-related issues, notably with regard to CRATE?
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