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ORAL QUESTION WITH DEBATE O-0026/09
pursuant to Rule 108 of the Rules of Procedure
by Josep Borrell Fontelles, on behalf of the Committee on Development
to the Commission

Subject: 5th World Water Forum in Istanbul, 16 - 22 March 2009

From 16 to 22nd March, Istanbul is to host the '5thWorld Water Forum', an event that provides an 
opportunity to support local authorities in their efforts to put in place innovative, participatory and 
democratic systems of public water management which are effective, transparent and regulated and 
which comply with sustainable development objectives, in order to meet the needs of populations.  In 
this connection, does the Commission recognise the need to support decentralisation processes as a 
way of facilitating local management of water and making use of local expertise, and will it defend this 
principle in Istanbul?

Furthermore, the food crisis has revealed the need to develop new techniques such as irrigation of 
rural areas and the creation of green belts around towns and cities in order to strengthen local 
autonomy. Could the Commission indicate whether it is prepared to champion these practices in order 
to ensure that everyone, especially the poorest, is supplied with sufficient good quality drinking water, 
as it promised in its Communication of 12 March 2002 on water management in developing countries 
(COM(2002)0132)?

Finally, how does the Commission intend to comply with the call from the European Parliament in its 
resolution of 15 March 2006 on the Fourth World Water Forum in Mexico City (P6_TA(2006)0087) to 
encourage alternative forms of funding for water designed to show solidarity, such as the Oudin law in 
France? With regard to the principle of the 'division of labour', how does the Commission coordinate 
and harmonise its action with its partners in the field of water?
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