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ORAL QUESTION WITH DEBATE O-0068/09
pursuant to Rule 108 of the Rules of Procedure
by Luis Manuel Capoulas Santos, Katerina Batzeli, Vincent Peillon, Vincenzo Lavarra, Stéphane Le 
Foll and Alessandro Battilocchio, on behalf of the PSE Group
to the Commission

Subject: Rosé wines and permitted oenological practices

In the context of the discussion of the regulations implementing the CMO in wine, the Commission 
intends to rescind the provisions in force until 31 July 2009 concerning oenological practices so as to 
lift the ban on blending white wines with red wines without a protected designation of origin (PDI) or 
protected geographical indication (PGI) to produce rosé wine.

In recent decades, wine-growers in many regions in Member States have made considerable efforts, 
accompanied by substantial investment, to develop high-quality rosé wines which are recognised as 
such as wines in their own right and which meet a growing demand.

These efforts have helped to achieve balance in local and regional economies and in land use. 
Operators in the industry in the regions concerned have expressed their strong concern, inter alia to 
Parliament through the Viticulture-Tradition-Quality Intergroup, about the serious economic, ecological 
and employment impact of a decision which will make it possible to produce cheap rosé wine. This 
measure is liable, in particular, to cause confusion between traditional rosé wines and blended wines 
and to give rise to unfair competition which, even in the short term, could destroy traditional 
production of rosé wines.

In view of these concerns and the possible disastrous impact of a hasty decision, will the Commission:

1. postpone the contested decision, which is scheduled for the end of April;

2. undertake a broadly-based consultation exercise with the industry on the basis of a thorough 
study of the possible economic, social and environmental impact of lifting the ban on blending, 
particularly as such a measure will lead to unfair competition between growers producing rosé 
wine using traditional methods and those who adopt other methods;

3. propose options which will make European wines more competitive on the European market and 
in third countries, while safeguarding traditional rosé wines against unfair competition?
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