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to the Commission

Subject: Display of religious and cultural symbols in public places

On 10 November 2009 Mr Antonio Cancian tabled an Oral Question to the Commission (H-0414/09)
and to the Council (H-0413/09) on the recent ruling by the European Court of Human Rights
approving an application from an Italo-Finnish citizen seeking to remove crucifixes from schools. The
question warns against the risk that a broad interpretation of the principle enunciated by the European
Court in Strasbourg might call into question the display in public places of religious and cultural
symbols.

The Commission gave a somewhat cursory reply in order to avoid taking a stand on the issue. We
believe, however, that even while acknowledging the different spheres of responsibility the
Community institutions cannot ignore the risk that the present attitude to symbols of the Catholic faith
may some day be used against EU emblems. Arséne Heitz, who designed the EU flag (originally as
the flag of the Council of Europe), explained that he had drawn his inspiration from the Marian
iconography to be found in Chapter 12 of the Book of Revelation: 'A great portent appeared in
heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of
twelve stars." What would happen if a citizen applied to the European Court of Human Rights for the
EU flag to be removed from public places on the grounds that it was evocative of the Christian
tradition?
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T Letter from Arséne Heitz to Filippo Caracciolo (Strasbourg, 5 January 1952).
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