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Subject: Nuclear safety in the EU neighbourhood

The nuclear tragedy in Japan has triggered obvious concerns over the safety of existing and future 
nuclear power plants. The Council concluded on 25 March 2011 that the EU will also promote 
internationally the highest standards for nuclear safety and will request neighbouring countries to 
carry out ‘stress tests’ on existing and planned plants. Two nuclear power plants (NPPs) are currently 
planned in close proximity to the EU’s borders. The lack of transparency and cooperation with the EU 
Member States affected raises major concerns already at an early development phase as to possible 
violations of the provisions of numerous international conventions on nuclear safety and poses threats 
to the marine environment of the Baltic Sea area. The European Parliament in its resolution of 6 July 
2010 on the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region and the role of macro-regions in the future 
cohesion policy emphasised that EU countries have to follow the strictest safety and environmental 
standards and the Commission has to watch and monitor whether the same approach and 
international conventions are followed in neighbouring countries, especially in those that are planning 
to build nuclear power plants near external EU borders.

Does the Commission agree that the EU and its Member States have a joint responsibility to ensure 
and strengthen nuclear safety in the existing and future nuclear power facilities, both in the European 
Union and in the third countries in its close neighbourhood? Is the Commission considering including 
nuclear safety issues in its external policies with neighbouring third countries? Does the Commission 
plan to use any other instruments in cooperation with the IAEA and other relevant international bodies 
to facilitate safe nuclear expansion at the EU’s external borders? How will the Commission ensure 
monitoring of such NPPs at the EU’s external borders in cooperation with the IAEA, Espoo and other 
relevant international bodies? Will the Commission seek an official reassessment of the projects, in 
case they fail international standards? In the Commission’s opinion, could the rules on EU electricity 
imports, such as banning imports of nuclear power which do not meet recognised safety standards 
(‘dirty power’), become an active leverage to implement the highest nuclear security and safety 
standards in NPPs outside the EU?
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