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to the Commission 
Rule 115 

Manfred Weber, Marian-Jean Marinescu, Simon Busuttil, Andrey Kovatchev, Sebastian Valentin 

Bodu, Svetoslav Hristov Malinov, Mariya Nedelcheva, Zuzana Roithová 
on behalf of the PPE Group 

Subject: Visa-free travel to Canada for all EU citizens and the EU-Canada Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement 

The Commission’s negotiations with Canada on the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement 
– an Agreement which the European Parliament is expected to vote on later this year – will determine 
the future legal framework of economic relations between the European Union and Canada. 

A critical component of economic and trade agreements is the degree of ease of travel between 
trading partners. However, at the present time, this component does not function to the fullest extent 
because Canada requires visas from Romanian, Czech and Bulgarian citizens. It is of concern, 
therefore, that such an agreement is being negotiated in the absence of visa reciprocity. 

Despite the existence of the Common EU Visa Policy and despite the fact that no EU country requires 
visas from Canadian citizens, there is a visa obligation for the above-mentioned EU citizens. 
Moreover, it is also in place despite Canada’s newly-adopted legislation, which creates a two-stream 
approach to its asylum system by separating applications from democratic and non-democratic 
countries, with the result that asylum applications from EU countries (especially from Romania, the 
Czech Republic and Bulgaria) would already be discouraged. 

In order to negotiate a comprehensive and inclusive agreement which the European Parliament, the 
Council and the Commission would approve: 

Will the Commission emphasise the introduction of visa-free travel for all EU citizens as a priority 
during the remainder of the negotiations on the EU-Canada Economic and Trade Agreement? 

Does the Commission expect to see the Canadian visa requirement for the citizens of three European 
Union Member States – Romania, the Czech Republic and Bulgaria – lifted before the closure of these 
negotiations? If not, what action will it take and what solutions does it foresee? 
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