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Question for oral answer O-000217/2012/rev.1 

to the Commission 
Rule 115 

Vital Moreira, Cristiana Muscardini 
on behalf of the Committee on International Trade 

Subject: Regulation on mandatory marking of origin for certain products imported from third 
countries 

On 21 October 2010 the European Parliament adopted its first-reading position on the Regulation on 
the indication of the country of origin of certain products imported from third countries, with 525 votes 
in favour, 49 against and 44 abstentions. Since then, notwithstanding various requests by Parliament, 
the Council has failed to reach a Common Position, thus effectively blocking the legislative procedure. 
Recently, in a surprising turn of events, the Commission announced that it would be withdrawing the 
current regulation in 2013, claiming that the WTO panel decision on the ‘Cool Case’ (concerning beef 
and pork) had changed WTO jurisprudence, thus rendering the initial proposal for the ‘Made-In’ 
Regulation WTO-incompatible. 

1. Why is the Commission opting to withdraw the proposal rather than proposing the necessary 
changes to make the regulation WTO-compatible, including a new legal base if necessary, to be 
adopted by the co-legislators under the current procedure, in the course of the second reading 
and any Trilogues? 

2. Does the Commission not consider that, in a spirit of good interinstitutional cooperation and 
respect for the European citizens who are represented by the large majority vote taken by 
Parliament on the regulation, it should have consulted Parliament and allowed enough time for 
discussion before announcing the withdrawal? Does the Commission believe that the withdrawal 
of the regulation is in the general interest of the EU? 

3. Which elements of its initial proposal or of the text of the first-reading proposal adopted by 
Parliament are no longer WTO-compatible, and why? Following the WTO panel and appellate 
body decisions, how does the Commission view the compulsory origin marking schemes required 
by many other countries on imported products, such as Brazil, Canada and the United States of 
America?  

4. What concrete measures does the Commission intend to take to guarantee the indication of 
origin, and thus the traceability, of products imported from third countries into the single market, 
at least for those sectors already covered within the regulation? What is the time-frame 
envisaged?  

5. Will the Commission submit a new proposal for this regulation in line with the new WTO rules 
and, if so, when? 
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