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Question for oral answer O-000009/2013 

to the Commission 
Rule 115 

Renate Weber, Sophia in 't Veld, Baroness Sarah Ludford, Sonia Alfano, Alexander Alvaro, 

Cecilia Wikström, Sir Graham Watson, Louis Michel, Nathalie Griesbeck, Marielle de Sarnez, 

Ramon Tremosa i Balcells, Niccolò Rinaldi, Frédérique Ries, Jelko Kacin, Metin Kazak, Hannu 

Takkula, Leonidas Donskis, Ivo Vajgl, Edward McMillan-Scott, Charles Goerens 
on behalf of the ALDE Group 

Subject: Strengthening the fight against racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, 
homophobia and anti-Gypsyism in the EU 

Acts and discrimination of a racist, xenophobic, anti-Semitic, Islamophobic, homophobic and anti-
Roma nature continue to take place in the EU, while speeches and programmes spreading hate and 
intolerance are promoted by extremist leaders whose parties have gained parliamentary 
representation in some EU Member States. The EU has adopted a series of instruments to combat 
such acts and discrimination in the form of Council Directive 2000/43/EC (race equality directive), 
Council Directive 2000/78/EC (equal treatment in employment) and Council Framework Decision 
2008/913/JHA on racism and xenophobia. An EU framework strategy on Roma integration has been 
launched. The Commission proposal of 2008 for a Council Directive on equal treatment beyond the 
sphere of employment (the equality directive) has not been adopted by the Council due to staunch 
opposition by a few Member States. The European Parliament has repeatedly called on the 
Commission, Council and Member States to strengthen the fight against racism, xenophobia, anti-
Semitism, Islamophobia, homophobia and anti-Gypsyism, by ensuring the full implementation of the 
directives, adopting the equality directive and reviewing the Framework Decision on racism and 
xenophobia in order to enlarge its scope and strengthen its provisions and efficacy. The Irish 
Presidency launched a debate at the informal JHA Council of 17-18 January on EU action to counter 
hate crime, racism, anti-Semitism, xenophobia and homophobia, and highlighted the fact that better 
protection and better data collection is necessary, as well as a stronger engagement by leaders to 
‘actively uphold European values and foster a climate of mutual respect for and inclusion of persons of 
different religious or ethnic background or sexual orientation’. Commissioner Malmström recently 
warned about racist, extremist and populist political discourse, which may also inspire ‘lone wolves’ to 
carry out indiscriminate killings as the threat of violent extremism spreads.  

What does the Commission intend to do to strengthen the fight against racism, xenophobia, anti-
Semitism, Islamophobia, homophobia and anti-Gypsyism in the EU? Will it propose an ambitious 
review of Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA along the lines indicated by the European Parliament? 
Will it launch a comprehensive strategy to fight discrimination, bias, violence and hatred? What will it 
do to push for approval by the Council of the equality directive? 
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