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Question for oral answer O-000018/2013 

to the Commission 
Rule 115 

Pervenche Berès 
on behalf of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 

Subject: The impact of austerity on the living conditions of people with disabilities 

In the European Union, evidence shows that persons with disabilities, including people with intellectual 
disabilities, are to a disproportionate degree affected by cuts in public spending and by a resulting loss 
of support measures – such as personal assistance and direct payments – that are essential if they 
are to live independently in the community. 

1. Austerity policies will lead to an increase in the number of people living in long-term institutional 
care in many Member States, and to the further social exclusion of persons with disabilities. What 
steps does the Commission intend to take to remedy and reverse this trend? 

2. It is of paramount importance for people with disabilities that austerity measures do not affect 
primary and daytime care, which, on the contrary, should be expanded further. At the same time, 
the provision of home care should be enhanced. What concrete steps does the Commission plan 
to take to encourage the organisation of these community-based services? 

3. The EU’s commitments to prevent discrimination when it comes to access to employment and 
occupation, and to promote the social inclusion of persons with disabilities, are not being met. 
There is still poor awareness of the enormous potential for improving the integration of disabled 
people into the labour market, which would also contribute to the employment target set in the 
framework of EU 2020. What recommendations or good practices can guide the Member States 
in their efforts to promote the participation of people with disabilities in the society, and in the 
labour market, and to promote a more sustainable society? 

4. Parliament’s resolution of 25 October 2011 on mobility and inclusion of people with disabilities1 
and the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020 stress the need for further action in several 
areas. What steps does the Commission intend to take to implement the European Disability 
Strategy 2010-2020 and to ensure that the EU fulfils its obligations under the UN Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities? 
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1  Text adopted P7_TA(2011)0453. 


