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Question for oral answer O-000030/2013 

to the Commission 
Rule 115 

Hannes Swoboda, Véronique De Keyser, Ana Gomes, Pino Arlacchi, Pier Antonio Panzeri 
on behalf of the S&D Group 

Subject: Asset recovery for Arab Spring countries in transition 

Across the southern Mediterranean, Arab Spring countries in transition are experiencing serious 
political, economic and social challenges. Asset recovery for these countries is a highly political issue 
by reason of its symbolism of justice and accountability being restored in the spirit of democracy and 
the rule of law. It is also an important economic issue for our southern neighbours owing to the 
potential role of these funds, when returned in a transparent manner, in aiding their economic 
recovery. 

The practical competence for asset recovery lies first and foremost with the Member States. The EU, 
however, does have a vital role to play in this context, which can make a huge difference. This is 
evidenced in the EU-Tunisia and EU-Egypt Task Forces’ Co-chairs’ conclusions, in which 
commitments were made to taking concrete action at EU level and enhancing cooperation on the 
matter. Despite the strong political will demonstrated on all sides, there has been very limited success 
experienced by practitioners in Egypt, Libya and Tunisia who are attempting to engage in the recovery 
of misappropriated assets. 

Furthermore, the same difficulties tend to recur, i.e.: lack of knowledge of domestic legal systems, lack 
of administrative capacity and expertise, breakdowns in communication, and legal rigidity and 
unresponsiveness. The establishment by the EU of a group of investigators, lawyers and prosecutors 
from its Member States and other European countries to deliver legal support and assistance to the 
authorities of our southern neighbours concerned could make all the difference, as mentioned in the 
resolution on Egypt adopted by Parliament on 14 March 2013. 

In light of the above, does the Commission consider the return to Egypt, Libya and Tunisia of assets 
stolen by the former dictators and their associates to be a political priority? In light of existing 
international initiatives in this field, what concrete action does the Commission propose at EU level in 
order to aid the highly fragmented asset recovery process? Would the EU be willing to establish a 
group of investigators, lawyers and prosecutors from its Member States and other European countries 
with a mandate to offer expert assistance to the southern Mediterranean partner countries concerned? 
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