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Question for oral answer O-000092/2013 

to the Commission 
Rule 115 

Vital Moreira, Laima Liucija Andrikienė 
on behalf of the Committee on International Trade 

Subject: EU trade policy towards countries of the Eastern Partnership ahead of the Vilnius Summit 

The next Eastern Partnership Summit will take place in Vilnius, Lithuania, on 28 and 29 November 
2013. At the Summit, the EU may sign an Association Agreement (AA), including a Deep and 
Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA), with Ukraine, provided the Ukrainian authorities 
demonstrate determined action and tangible progress on the benchmarks set out by the 10 December 
2012 Council conclusions. The EU may initial the AAs, including DCFTAs, with Georgia and Moldova. 
The Summit may also set a longer term perspective for all Eastern Partnership countries, including 
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Belarus. 

1. Regarding the DCFTA initialled with Ukraine, and should the agreement be signed at Vilnius and 
then provisionally applied, can the Commission explain: (a) how it will facilitate the implementation 
of the DCFTA by Ukraine, so that both side promptly seize the ensuing advantages, and reconcile 
this goal with the resolution of on-going trade frictions between the EU and Ukraine; (b) how it 
intends to demonstrate its support to Ukraine which faces strong recurrent commercial pressures 
from Russia not to sign the AA?  

2. Regarding the DCFTAs finalised with Georgia and Moldova, can the Commission explain: (a) 
whether the agreements may be signed within the term of the current Commission; (b) whether it 
would propose the provisional application of the DCFTAs and the adoption of implementing 
legislation; (c) how will it facilitate the implementation of the DCFTAs?  

3. Regarding the DCFTA finalised with Armenia and following the announcement that this country 
would join the Eurasian Customs Union, does the Commission still intend to pursue its work on 
the DCFTA before the Summit? If not, what form of commercial relation does it intend to adopt 
with this country? 

4. Regarding the enhanced Partnership and Cooperation Agreement under negotiations with 
Azerbaijan, can the Commission explain how it intends to upgrade its trade and investment 
related provisions, considering that this PCA would not benefit from the protection of Article XXIV 
GATT or Article V GATS and hence any MFN plus concession to Azerbaijan would need to be 
extended to all WTO Members? Regarding trade relations with Belarus, can the Commission 
describe whether and how will it support the stance recently taken by Belarus in favour of 
resuming its WTO accession process? 
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