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Question for oral answer O-000115/2013 

to the Commission 
Rule 115 

Vital Moreira, George Sabin Cutaş 
on behalf of the Committee on International Trade 

Subject: Modernisation of the trade title of the EU-Mexico Economic Partnership, Political 
Coordination and Cooperation Agreement 

The EU-Mexico Economic Partnership, Political Coordination and Cooperation (EPPCC) Agreement 
entered into force in October 2000. Since then, the trade policy context has changed. While Mexico 
has concluded numerous trade agreements and has joined negotiations on the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP), the EU has concluded more comprehensive trade agreements and has engaged in 
agreement negotiations with partners such as the US and Canada, going far beyond the scope and 
ambition of that which is covered by the current trade pillars of the EU-Mexico EPPCC Agreement. At 
the last EU-Mexico Joint Committee on 10 and 11 June 2013, both parties confirmed their wish to 
explore further the options for a broad and comprehensive modernisation of the trade pillars of their 
agreement. 

1. In the Commission’s view, what is the impact of the agreement’s current trade pillars on poverty 
reduction, social cohesion and the environment in Mexico and in the EU? What impact would a 
potential modernisation of the agreement have in these areas? 

2. Which key elements will bring the trade pillars of the EU-Mexico EPPCC Agreement into line with 
FTAs recently adopted by the EU, deliver the greatest benefits, and address new challenges? To 
what new market areas would the EU and Mexico be most keen to gain access?  

3. Will the Commission negotiate the inclusion of a sustainable development chapter, including a 
human rights clause, with a specific binding mechanism for its implementation? 

4. How could the financial services chapter (regulating establishment and investment flows) be 
improved with a view to boosting cooperation between the EU and Mexico in the fight against 
illegal financial activities on both sides, including money laundering from organised crime and tax 
evasion? 

5. Given that the Commission is currently participating in Free Trade Agreement negotiations, what 
is the programme of the working group which is exploring options for modernising the trade pillars 
of the EU-Mexico EPPCC Agreement? What would be a realistic timeframe for preparing, 
engaging in and concluding negotiations to modernise this agreement? 

6. How does the Commission intend to ensure consistency between the modernisation of the trade 
pillars of the EU-Mexico Agreement, the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership and the 
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement negotiations? Furthermore, what scope does 
the Commission envisage for possible links between the upgraded trade title of the EU-Mexico 
EPPCC Agreement and agreements with other members of the Pacific Alliance? 

7. Will the Commission seek a new negotiating mandate or activate the review clause? 

Tabled: 17.10.2013 
Forwarded: 21.10.2013 
Deadline for reply: 28.10.2013 


