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Question for oral answer O-000004/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 115 

Marie-Thérèse Sanchez-Schmid, Agnès Le Brun, Alain Lamassoure, Seán Kelly, Nuno Teixeira, 

Alain Cadec, Rosa Estaràs Ferragut 
on behalf of the PPE Group 

Subject: Bad weather affecting Europeʼs Atlantic west coast and the island of Réunion 

The Atlantic coasts of France, Spain, Great Britain, Portugal and Ireland have been repeatedly hit 
since the end of December by storms, leaving behind casualties and widespread damage to property. 

In Ireland, storm damage on the south and west coasts caused by Storm Christine is the highest for 
50 years. 

In France, heavy flooding has affected Brittany in particular. In Réunion too, Cyclone Bejisa was the 
most serious weather event the island has experienced for 20 years. 

Faced with the recent widespread damage caused by this bad weather on its home and overseas 
territories, the French Government was quick to declare a state of natural disaster. 

1. What aid – financial, technical and in terms of personnel – can the European Union supply to 
support the populations affected? 

2. Does the Commission believe that these disasters will be eligible for aid from the European Union 
Solidarity Fund (EUSF)? 

3. What mechanisms does the Commission have in place to develop natural disaster prevention 
strategies? 

4. With regard to negotiations on partnership agreements for the 2014-2020 cohesion policy, is the 
Commission encouraging Member States to set up strategies on risk prevention/management 
and the restoration of affected areas? 

5. Will the reform of EUSF Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 being discussed at present by Parliament 
and the Council make it possible to respond more effectively to disasters of this kind, even if the 
EUSF budget for the period 2014-2020 has been cut to half that of the current period? 
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