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Question for oral answer O-000030/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 115 

Vital Moreira 
on behalf of the Committee on International Trade 

Subject: Implications of EU free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations for Customs Union partners, 
in particular Turkey 

The Customs Union agreements established between the EU and Turkey, Andorra and San Marino 
respectively cover the free movement of certain goods including goods imported from third countries 
into one of the territories of the Customs Union. The alignment of the policies of Customs Union 
partners with EU trade policy includes the application of the same preferential trade regimes towards 
third countries. With respect to Turkey, concerns have been expressed about the potential negative 
effects on the Turkish economy of the EU’s FTA agenda. Under the EU-Turkey Customs Union 
agreement, EU FTA partners with which Turkey has not yet been able to sign FTAs can gain 
preferential access to Turkish markets without reciprocity. This asymmetric position can result in 
substantial time gaps arising between the entry into force of EU FTAs and Turkey’s FTAs with the 
same country, which may limit the latter’s trade policy space, especially when the economy of the third 
country concerned is substantial. 

1. How does the Commission take into account the concerns of Customs Union partners, and 
especially those of Turkey, when negotiating EU trade agreements with third countries? Does the 
Commission take the implications of the FTAs for Customs Union partners into account in its 
impact assessments? 

2. How does the Commission intend to use its leverage to encourage trading partners to conduct 
parallel FTA negotiations with Turkey? What measures does the Commission envisage to reduce 
time gaps between the entry into force of EU FTAs and Turkey’s FTAs with the same third 
country?  

3. Does the Commission consider that Turkey is fully meeting its own obligations under the 
Customs Union agreement? If not, how does the Commission intend to encourage Turkey to 
honour these commitments?  

4. The Commission has commissioned the World Bank to conduct an external evaluation of the EU-
Turkey Customs Union, with the focus on improving trade and widening the scope to cover new 
areas and reduce or eliminate existing barriers. How will the Commission take the findings of this 
report into account in its future trade policy?  

5. In more general terms, how does the Commission intend to handle trade relations with 
 countries with which the EU’s future FTA partners have a customs union?  
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