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Question for oral answer O-000031/2014 

to the Council 
Rule 115 

Barbara Lochbihler, Tarja Cronberg, Ulrike Lunacek, Jean Lambert, Reinhard Bütikofer, Nicole 

Kiil-Nielsen, Judith Sargentini 
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

Subject: Legal framework for the use of armed drones 

The use of armed remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS or drones) in extraterritorial lethal 
operations has greatly increased over the past decade. Thousands of civilians have reportedly been 
killed or seriously injured by drone strikes. Leading UN experts, including those at the hearing of 
25 April 2013 on the human rights implications of the use of drones, organised jointly by Parliament’s 
Subcommittee on Human Rights and its Subcommittee on Security and Defence, have condemned 
the lack of accountability and transparency. In its summit conclusions of 19 December 2013, the 
European Council committed itself to support the ambitions of Member States to develop RPAS in the 
2020-2025 timeframe. 

Has there been any discussion within the Council or the EEAS or in third countries on the issue of 
targeted killing by drones? If so, could the Council comment on these discussions? 

Does the Council agree that the targeted killings by drones outside situations of armed conflict violate 
international law and should be opposed?  

Would the Council agree with the suggestion to adopt an EU common position on a legal framework 
for the use of armed drones before taking any further decisions on the development of drone 
programmes at Member State and EU levels? 

Is the Council willing to take initiatives at international level to ensure the compatibility of the use of 
armed drones with international law and to prevent extrajudicial executions by drones? 

Is the Council willing to promote the inclusion of drone technology in relevant European and 
international arms control regimes? 
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