
1020222.EN PE 485.097 

Question for oral answer O-000041/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 115 

Marie-Thérèse Sanchez-Schmid, Agnès Le Brun, Seán Kelly, Rosa Estaràs Ferragut, Alain 

Lamassoure, Alain Cadec, Jim Higgins, Marco Scurria, Dominique Vlasto, Nuno Teixeira 
on behalf of the PPE Group 

Subject: Floods and severe weather conditions in Europe 

Since the end of December 2013, many storms have affected France, Spain, Italy, Ireland, Portugal 
and the UK, causing both physical and human damage. 

In France, the regions of Brittany, Aquitaine and Var have been particularly affected by severe 
flooding. In Ireland, storms have caused the worst damage in 50 years on the south and west coasts 
and in large parts of the midlands. The south and west of England and Wales have also experienced 
the worst flooding in decades. Across the north of Spain, particularly in Galicia, Asturias, Cantabria 
and the Basque Country, damage has also been caused by severe weather and flooding. In Italy, the 
regions of Lazio, Emilia Romagna, Tuscany and Veneto have been severely hit as well. In Portugal, 
the maritime coast has been strongly affected by heavy storms, strong winds and severe sea clutter, 
which has also caused severe flooding and various forms of material damage. 

1. What financial, technical and human aid can the EU provide to support the populations affected? 

2. Does the Commission believe that these disasters are likely to be eligible for the European Union 
Solidarity Fund (EUSF)? Will the Commission apply a flexible interpretation of the damage 
threshold under the regional heading of the EUSF to ensure that affected Member States are not 
excluded from the fund owing to a misinterpretation of damage threshold requirements? 

3. What mechanisms or strategies are currently in place to prevent and deal with the consequences 
of natural disasters? Does the Commission wish to develop such strategies further?  

4. As part of the negotiation of partnership agreements for cohesion policy in the 2014-2020 period, 
is the Commission encouraging Member States to initiate prevention strategies, risk management 
and rehabilitation for the affected areas? 

5. How can the reform of Regulation (EC) No 2012 /2002 establishing the European Union Solidarity 
Fund, currently under discussion in Parliament and the Council, respond more effectively to such 
disasters, given that the EUSF budget for 2014 to 2020 has been reduced by half compared with 
the current period? 
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