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Question for oral answer O-000044/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 115 

Carlo Casini 
on behalf of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs 

Subject: EU accession to the European Convention on Human Rights: legal acts to be adopted by 
the Union to implement the convention 

1. To date what proposals for legal acts has the Commission submitted to the Council for the purpose of 
implementing in the Union the Agreement on the Accession of the European Union to the Convention 
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms to be concluded between the Union 
and the contracting states to the convention, in particular as regards: 

 - EU representation before the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR); 

 - EU representation on the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe; 

 - the procedure for selecting the three EU candidates for the election, by the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe, of the EU judge at the ECtHR; 

 - competence to ask the ECtHR to allow the Union, in pending cases as a co-defendant, to submit 
written observations or take part in hearings;   

 - competence to ask the ECtHR to allow the European Court of Justice to examine the 
compatibility of a provision of Union law with the convention (‘prior involvement of the Court of 
Justice’); 

 - competence to ask the ECtHR to refer a case to the Grand Chamber?  

2. In view of the links between the implementing acts and the accession agreement, and in accordance 
with its obligations under the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union and the Framework 
Agreement on relations between the European Parliament and the European Commission, is the 
Commission willing to make known to Parliament the details of the proposals? 

3. If the Court of Justice issues a favourable opinion, when does the Commission think that the 
accession agreement could be concluded, bearing in mind the reservations in the Council? 
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