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Subject: Eradication of polio 

Impressive results have been achieved towards the eradication of polio, thanks to a joint global effort 
involving the partners of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) (Rotary International, UNICEF, 
the WHO, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation), 
donors, governments and local communities. Since its launch at the World Health Assembly in 1988, 
the Global Polio Eradication Initiative has reduced the global incidence of polio by more than 99 % and 
the number of countries with endemic polio from 125 to 3. More than 10 million people are walking 
today who would otherwise have been paralysed. At the beginning of 2013, polio – a highly infectious 
viral disease that causes swift and irreversible paralysis – was a distant memory in most of the world. 
By the end of 2013, despite remarkable progress in the remaining endemic countries, outbreaks were 
occurring among the most disadvantaged, remote and conflict-affected populations. Polio cases have 
been recorded in Syria and other countries in the EU’s neighbourhood, increasing the risk of a 
reappearance of this disease in Europe. During a panel discussion on polio eradication held in 
Parliament on 28 January 2014, Development Commissioner Andris Piebalgs stated that ‘the 
European Commission is absolutely committed to doing its bit to wipe out polio. The world is on the 
brink of doing just that. It’s the kind of opportunity that doesn’t come along every day. We must seize it 
– and make polio history.’ 

Now is the best opportunity to finally put an end to this terrible, yet preventable, disease. 

How do the Council and the Commission intend to step up their efforts to counter this recent negative 
trend in the prevalence of polio? 

Will the Commission: 

– work with the Member States to maintain continued vaccination coverage and strengthen existing 
polio surveillance systems? 

– increase its financial and political commitment to ensuring that the goal of a polio-free world is 
achieved and work with peers in the global community to ensure the necessary support? 

– step up its efforts globally towards the eradication of polio through policy dialogue with affected 
countries and by supporting routine immunisation, supplementary immunisation, surveillance and 
targeted ‘mop-up’ campaigns? 
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