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Question for oral answer O-000098/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

Monika Hohlmeier, Roberta Metsola, Elissavet Vozemberg, Tadeusz Zwiefka, Emil Radev, 

Barbara Matera, Nadine Morano, Salvatore Domenico Pogliese 
on behalf of the PPE Group 

Subject: Fight against child sexual abuse on the internet 

Recent reports highlight alarming trends in child sexual abuse on the internet. There are disturbing 
trends with regard to online material depicting child sexual abuse, including increasing demand for 
new abusive material, an increasing level of violence and decreasing victim age (according to Europol, 
10% of victims are under the age of two), and with offenders seeking out social media environments 
popular with children and young people in order to engage in the cyber predation of minors and child 
grooming. Law enforcement agencies around Europe are facing difficulties in accessing digital 
evidence because child abusers are using increasingly advanced levels of encryption, and host their 
servers on the ‘dark net’, which guarantees a maximum level of anonymity. Technical development in 
high-tech IT requires high standards of security and encryption. Cyber predators misuse such systems 
to prevent law enforcement agencies from accessing their content by means of search warrants. This 
is a serious cause for concern, as cyber predators are using anonymity and the ‘dark net’ to expand 
their criminal activities. Against this background, the Commission is invited to answer the following:  

1. Could it report back on the effective implementation of Directive 2011/92/EU of 13 December 
2011 on combating the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and child pornography, 
and does it consider this directive to be suitable for the online world? 

2. Would it consider amending the aforementioned directive or proposing a new legislative text to 
harmonise the conditions of lawful online interception and access to digital communication data, 
in order to stop the impunity with regard to the law that anonymity and encryption techniques used 
for criminal activities provide to scores of online child abusers, and to put a halt to the growing 
phenomenon of online child cyber predation and child grooming? 

3. Could it elaborate on the results achieved through the Global Alliance against Child Sexual Abuse 
Online, and point to any further actions that should be taken to strengthen cooperation with 
industry actors, such as internet providers, in order to tackle this ever-prevalent violence against 
children? Is it willing to launch a commensurate awareness campaign to empower children to 
understand and handle online risks and to support parents and educators in protecting children 
online? 
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