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Question for oral answer O-000002/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

Marita Ulvskog 
on behalf of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 

Subject: Promotion of employee financial participation 

In its resolution of 2014, Parliament called on the Commission to assess potential policy initiatives 
aimed at reducing the barriers to cross-border employee financial participation (EFP) schemes and to 
provide information on and raise awareness of the issue, as many European employees and 
employers – in particular SMEs – currently lack access to information on the legal and fiscal 
frameworks for EFP schemes. 

A recent Commission study recommends a five-point plan to promote employee share ownership 
(ESO).  

However, the implementation of such policies entails significant challenges, and there are risks for the 
employees involved. 

1. How does the Commission intend to promote employee financial participation in light of 
Parliament’s resolution, and what lessons have been learned from the recent pilot project? 

2. How does the Commission intend to ensure compliance with the principles set out in the 1992 
Council recommendation, e.g. no substitution of wages, no discrimination and no conflict with 
participation in decision-making? 

3. How does the Commission intend to promote best practice for employee ownership schemes?  

4. How does the Commission plan to ensure employee participation and the inclusion of workers’ 
representatives in the planning and implementation of such schemes? 

5. Does the Commission intend to develop models of strategic ownership as regards employees’ 
shares in ESO schemes, so as to serve the long-term interests of companies and their 
employees? 

6. What measures should be taken to protect employees’ savings invested in a company in the 
event of a crisis or of the company becoming insolvent, so as to avoid the double risk of 
employees losing their job (income) and savings at the same time? 
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