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Subject: Consumer information and labelling of meat originating from ritual slaughter 

The scandals which are repeatedly hitting the agri-food industry, in France as in some other Member 
States, reveal serious deficiencies in the traceability of products and the legibility of labelling for 
consumers. 

These are particularly acute in the meat sector, with the problem of the marketing of ritually-
slaughtered animals which are sold in the mainstream market without any labelling to indicate their 
method of killing.  

The Commission has recently acknowledged that the number of animals ritually slaughtered is 
disproportionate to the needs of religious minorities. Paragraph 49 of the European Parliament 
Resolution of 4 July 2012 on the European Union Strategy for the Protection and Welfare of Animals 
2012-2015 refers to European citizens' concerns on this matter: '... the question of consumers not 
being informed as to whether or not the meat they are buying is from animals slaughtered without 
stunning is an issue of great public interest for reasons of both transparency and animal suffering...'. 

1. What is the situation regarding the report on the evaluation on the labelling of meat from animals 
slaughtered without stunning which the Commission was supposed to present by 2013? 

2. Does the Commission plan to introduce a clear, reliable labelling system for meat originating from 
ritual slaughter? 
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