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Question for oral answer O-000068/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

Burkhard Balz, Alain Lamassoure, Pablo Zalba Bidegain 
on behalf of the PPE Group 

Sylvie Goulard, Sophia in 't Veld, Ramon Tremosa i Balcells, Nils Torvalds, Petr Ježek, Philippe 

De Backer, Michael Theurer 
on behalf of the ALDE Group 

Subject: Transparency of the application of the Stability and Growth Pact 

It is important for the credibility of the Stability and Growth Pact (SGP), notably Regulations (EC) No 
1466/97 and No 1467/97, that the application of its rules is transparent, consistent and fair across 
Member States, timely and based on sound economic analysis. 

1. Can the Commission explain its methodology for the economic assessments in the framework 
of the SGP? Can it explain when it uses a top-down economic analysis and when it uses a 
bottom-up one to assess Member States’ reform efforts, what the difference is in approach 
and the outcome of the assessments and their impact on the application of the SGP rules? 

2. Can the Commission make public its economic assessments, top-down and bottom-up, for 
each Member State, and state in each case which assessment has been used as the basis for 
the recommendations to the Council since the entry into force of the six-pack? Can it make 
public in particular its top-down and bottom-up economic analyses which led to the 
recommendation to the Council adopted on 27 February 2015? 

3. Does the Commission consider that Communication COM(2015)0012, which it quotes in its 
recommendation to the Council, is fully legally compatible with the rules of the SGP and its 
Code of Conduct, particularly with regard to the treatment of major structural reforms under 
the preventive and corrective arms of the Pact, and will it make its legal opinion public 
according to Regulation (EC) 1049/2001 on public access to documents to ensure 
transparency and strengthen trust in the application of the rules, and if not, why not? 
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