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Question for oral answer O-000124/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

José Manuel Fernandes, Reimer Böge 
on behalf of the PPE Group 

Subject: Financing of two new EU Trust Funds for Syria and Africa and MS contributions to those 
funds 

In recent months the Commission has launched the first ever EU Regional Trust Fund in Response to 
the Syrian Crisis (Madad-Fund) as well as the Emergency Trust Fund for stability and for addressing 
root causes for irregular migration and displaced persons in Africa. The EU has made substantial 
initial financing available for the two EU trust funds via the EU budget and the European Development 
Fund (EDF). Member States are expected to match EU funding for the Madad-Fund (EUR 500 million) 
and the Trust Fund for Africa (EUR 1.8 bn) with voluntary contributions. 

How much have individual Member States pledged to contribute to each fund and how will the funds 
be managed? Given the urgency of the matter, does the Commission plan to impose a deadline by 
which national contributions are to be made? 

How will the Commission ensure that efficiency, coherence, visibility, flexibility and speed of delivery of 
EU support/action across various financial instruments and countries via the trust funds are 
maximized while respecting the legal bases (in particular, the financial regulation) and the principle of 
the unity of the budget as enshrined in the MFF regulation? What is the added value of trust funds vis 
à vis existing instruments and programmes in the EU budget? 

Does the Commission intend to undertake a comprehensive review and reform (possibly during the 
course of the MFF review/revision) of the EU support to development and humanitarian assistance 
with a view to making EU budget spending more effective and more readily available as well as more 
coherent with EDF funding and bilateral aid offered by Member States? 
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