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Question for oral answer O-000002/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

José Manuel Fernandes, Jan Olbrycht 
on behalf of the PPE Group 

Subject: Financing, budgetary arrangements and management of the Refugee Facility for Turkey 

On 24 November 2015, the Commission launched the Refugee Facility for Turkey – a coordination 
mechanism aimed at supporting Turkey in coping with the consequences of the refugee influx both for 
the refugees and for Turkey as a host country. The Commission proposed setting up a EUR 3 billion 
facility, composed of EUR 500 million from the EU budget and EUR 2.5 billion of pooled contributions 
from the Member States based on a GNI key. The Commission decided to impose a deadline of 21 
December 2015 for the Member States to communicate the timing of their contributions, including their 
envisaged payment schedule for years 2016-2017. 

How does the Commission plan to enforce this decision with regard to the national contributions? 

How much have individual Member States pledged to contribute to the Refugee Facility to date? 

Can the Commission confirm that the EU budget involvement will amount to EUR 500 million?  

How will the Commission ensure that this new instrument will not have an impact on the pace of the 
implementation and the financial programming of existing and contributing EU external instruments?  

Where will the corresponding expenditure be entered in the EU budget? Will the amounts be 
dedicated to strengthening existing Union programmes or will new actions be undertaken? If new 
actions are undertaken, what will the legal base for expenditure be? 

How will the Commission ensure that assistance will be effectively channelled to address refugees’ 
needs?  

How will the Commission ensure that those funds are mobilised in the most flexible and rapid way?  

Does the Commission intend to undertake an in-depth review and reform (possibly on the occasion of 
the MFF review/revision) of EU external instruments with a view to making EU budget spending more 
coherent, effective and more readily available? 
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