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Subject: Thalidomide 

In 2015, the Commission celebrated the 50th anniversary of the first pharmaceutical legislation in 
Europe to guarantee the security of medicines. The thalidomide tragedy was one of the main reasons 
for setting up the EU pharmaceutical legislation, which has been improved ever since to ensure that 
medicinal products which are placed on the market guarantee high standards of quality and safety. 
The EU law on medicines in Europe is therefore intrinsically connected with this tragedy.  

Thalidomide was used as a medicine to alleviate morning sickness in pregnant women, as well as to 
treat headaches, insomnia, and colds, at the end of the 1950s and beginning of the 1960s. This 
treatment was commercialised in various European countries for several years, and it turned out to 
have severe side effects for pregnant women, whose babies were born with birth malformations. This 
tragedy affected several EU countries, whose victims are still trying to find a solution to cover the costs 
of their medical and physical conditions, which are worsening over the years.  

In this context, can the Commission please detail what action has been, and will be, taken at EU level 
to provide effective support and assistance to victims of thalidomide and their families? As thalidomide 
was prescribed in several European countries, does the Commission believe that there should be a 
framework protocol at European level, in which all European citizens affected by thalidomide receive 
similar compensation regardless of which Member State they are from?  

Tabled: 29.2.2016 
Forwarded: 2.3.2016 
Deadline for reply: 9.3.2016 


