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Subject: Regarding leaked consolidated TTIP chapter 

The Commission has been negotiating the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) 
with the United States since 2013. No scrutiny of this negotiation process by Parliament is foreseen. In 
March 2016 a consolidated text was leaked containing the chapter on regulatory cooperation, which 
directly concerns Parliament. The leak was covered by several European newspapers1. Parliament 
asks to have the right of scrutiny in this matter, as it affects the legislative process of the Union.  

1. The leaked text on a consolidated chapter on regulatory cooperation shows that the regulatory 
authorities of the other Party can ‘provide [...] opportunities for cooperation and information 
exchange, at the earliest possible stage [...]’. Hence, the regulatory authorities of the US can 
‘dismiss’ regulatory objectives ‘which are likely to have a significant impact on trade or 
investment’, even before the Commission has sent its communication to Parliament and the 
Council. How will the Commission ensure Parliament’s role within the EU’s law-making 
procedure, and its democratic scrutiny over EU regulatory processes, as laid down in the 
treaties? 

2. As foreseen in the consolidated text, ‘regulatory impact assessments’ are agreed upon to ensure 
that any regulatory act is necessary. The baseline for these necessity tests is that any act must 
‘relate to internationally agreed regulatory standards’, ‘take account of the regulatory approaches 
of the other Party’ and assess how the acts ‘have an impact on international trade or investment’. 
Is the Commission aware that this mechanism gives unpreceded influence to non-elected 
government officials of both Parties over regulatory acts that can be considered barriers to trade 
or investment, including acts for protection of environmental and social standards? 

3. Does the Commission share the opinion that the necessity tests referred to in question 2 may 
endanger the right of lawmakers at all levels of government to regulate? 
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1  ‘US-Vetorecht für EU-Gesetze?’, Der Spiegel, 11 Mar. 2016; ‘TTIP: EU und USA wollen einander über 

geplante Gesetze informieren’, Der Standard, 12 Mar. 2016; ‘Under TTIP skal EU og USA koordinere love i 
al fremtid’, Information, 14 Mar. 2016; ‘TTIP: Big business and US to have major say in EU trade deals, leak 
reveals’, Independent, 17 Mar. 2016. 


