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Question for oral answer O-000077/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 128 

Esteban González Pons, Monika Hohlmeier, Roberta Metsola, Brice Hortefeux, Agustín Díaz de 

Mera García Consuegra, Axel Voss, Anna Maria Corazza Bildt 
on behalf of the PPE Group 

Subject: Interoperability of information systems and interconnection of all EU databases for the 
fight against serious crime and terrorism 

The investigations that followed the attacks of 13 November 2015 in Paris and 22 March 2016 in 
Brussels revealed that one of the main challenges for effective and sustainable action to fight terrorism 
and organised crime is to ensure the more efficient and expedient exchange of information among 
Member States’ law enforcement authorities and with and between EU agencies. However, despite 
the coexistence of numerous EU databases, it appears that the lack of interoperability between 
systems, the existence of competing channels and the obstacles to full access to those databases 
have disrupted the exchange of vital information that could help prevent attacks or trace terrorists now 
on the run. 

To address this challenge, it is therefore necessary to ensure full interoperability of the information 
systems, including SIS II, VIS, EURODAC, Prüm, ECRIS and iArms, as well as systematic 
interconnection of and accessibility to those databases for all police authorities, law enforcement 
authorities, intelligence services, judicial authorities and relevant EU agencies (Europol, Frontex, 
Eurojust). 

1. In the light of the communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the 
Council ‘Stronger and Smarter Information Systems for Borders and Security’, could the 
Commission indicate what urgent initiatives it will take to ensure the interoperability of the existing 
information systems, and whether it is considering a legislative proposal to provide for the full 
interconnection and accessibility of those databases?  

2. Given that in the above-mentioned communication it is announced that the Commission will set 
up an Expert Group on Information Systems and Interoperability, at senior level with EU 
agencies, national experts and relevant institutional stakeholders, could it indicate how Parliament 
will be informed of the conclusions of this expert group?  

3. Since, in addition, the Commission presented a study in 2013 on the exchange of police 
databases (the European Police Records Information System (EPRIS)1 / Automation of the Data 
Exchange Process (ADEP project)), can it state whether it intends to further explore this project? 

Tabled: 3.5.2016 
Forwarded: 5.5.2016 
Deadline for reply: 12.5.2016 

                                                      
1  The European Police Records Information System (EPRIS) would grant Member States’ law enforcement 

authorities the ability to search national databases directly in order to see if records on particular persons 
existed, without providing access to the information contained within the records. 


