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Janusz Lewandowski 
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Subject: The application of minimum wage law in the transport sector 

Member States are increasingly implementing minimum wage laws that apply as well to persons who 
only temporarily carry out their work on their territories, including drivers of transiting transport 
vehicles, regardless of where their employers are located. These provisions, in our understanding, 
make it difficult for transport undertakings to benefit from the freedoms of the internal market. The 
laws in question hit especially hard at the competitiveness of numerous small and medium-sized 
companies. 

While a growing number of Member States have been introducing such laws, in May 2015 the 
Commission stated that the application of minimum wages resulting from the Minimum Wage Law 
(MiLoG) was not justified as far as transit shipments and ‘certain international transport operations’ are 
concerned, launching an infringement procedure against Germany. Also recently, the Commission 
underlined that the application of the minimum wage to certain international transport operations 
having only a marginal link to the territory of the host Member State prevents the internal market from 
functioning properly. 

However, the infringement procedure against Germany has lasted for over a year now, with the 
Commission still not giving any detailed answers to Parliament or to the companies, especially SMEs, 
that have been subjected to the rules. This causes legal uncertainty as well as lack of clarity for 
companies seeking to pursue economic activities within the EU.  

Against this background, and in the light of the Commission’s answers to, e.g., written questions E-
010081/14, E-010749/14 and P-010809/14, presented by various MEPs, the Commission is asked to 
reply to the following: 

1. How does it perceive the application of minimum wage laws in the transport sector from the point 
of view of the need to protect the single market and the freedom to provide services? 

2. What is the state of play in the ongoing infringement procedure?  

3. Does it plan to address this issue in its upcoming Road Package? 
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