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Question for oral answer O-000131/2016 

to the Council 
Rule 128 

Ulrike Lunacek, Jean Lambert, Judith Sargentini, Josep-Maria Terricabras, Eva Joly, Benedek 

Jávor, Tatjana Ždanoka, Molly Scott Cato, Keith Taylor, Bronis Ropė, Pascal Durand, Yannick 

Jadot, Karima Delli, José Bové, Michèle Rivasi 
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

Subject: Combatting racism, xenophobia, homophobia, sexism and other forms of intolerance 

In 1998 the Charter of European Political Parties for a Non-Racist Society was adopted. In 2008 the 
Council Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA of 28 November 2008 on combating certain forms and 
expressions of racism and xenophobia by means of criminal law was adopted. The implementation 
was evaluated in 2014. In June 2016 Commissioner Jourová announced the creation of a High Level 
Group on combating racism, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance. However, despite all this, 
racism and xenophobia are rife, and often homophobia, sexism and other forms of hatred and 
intolerance follow in their wake. Increasingly, racism and xenophobia are also stirred up by political 
parties, including government parties, targeting their campaigns against asylum seekers and migrants, 
including EU citizens from other Member States. The sharp rise in hate speech, hate crimes and 
discrimination following the Brexit vote and the arrival of asylum seekers and migrants, even leading to 
murders, is an extremely worrying example of that trend. Thus, incitement to hatred, intolerance, 
discrimination and violence are practised by the very parties that should fight it. 

1. What action does the Council intend to take to combat racism, xenophobia, homophobia, sexism 
and other forms of intolerance in political campaigns? 

2. What tools does the Council have to tackle racism and xenophobia in Member States that have 
formally transposed the Framework Decision, but do not implement it in practice? 

3. Does the Council agree that it is necessary to update and strengthen the Framework Decision, 
including by adding provisions on combating homophobia, sexism and other forms of 
intolerance? 

4. What action does the Council intend to take to adopt, as soon as possible, the proposal of 2 July 
2008 for a Council Directive on implementing the principle of equal treatment between persons 
irrespective of religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation? 
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