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Subject: Severe violations in the transportation of animals to third countries 

Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 lays down the provisions for the protection of the welfare of 
animals during transport within the European Union. In 2015, the European Court of Justice ruled that 
the provisions of this regulation should also apply to the transport of live animals from the EU to a third 
country, thus including the part of the journey taking place outside the EU1. 

In the past few years, NGOs have repeatedly collected evidence of severe and recurrent structural 
violations during the transport of live animals within and outside the EU. These investigations 
consistently demonstrated significant infringements of Regulation No 1/2005. The most recent 
evidence showed animals being transported while outside temperatures were upwards of 30 degrees, 
packed into overcrowded trucks without food and water, and suffering from heat stress and 
exhaustion. During the loading of a livestock vessel in Raša, Croatia, a bull was pulled out of the 
water, hung up on his leg and forced to board the ship, despite clearly being unfit for transport2. 

1. Can the Commission provide evidence for the claim it made in a letter of 31 May 2018 that ‘the 
level of compliance with the Transport Regulation has increased in the last two years and the rate 
of compliance when the animals cross the EU border is very close to 100%’, and can it explain 
the discrepancies between this and the horrifying evidence collected by NGOs? 

2. Does the Commission agree that if the Member States are not able to guarantee that the 
transport of live animals from the EU to third countries complies with the provisions of Regulation 
No 1/2005, the export of live animals to third countries should be banned? 

3. Does the Commission agree that ports at which serious infringements have been observed while 
exporting live animals should under no circumstances receive any EU funding to continue or 
expand their activities? 
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1  http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?num=C-424/13# 
2  https://www.zdf.de/politik/frontal-21/qualvolle-tiertransporte-100.html 


