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Subject: Animal welfare rules in aquaculture

In November, the Commission published a study and a report on fish welfare during the transport of
live fish, which drew attention to both the inadequacies of current practice and the discrepancies
between the differing measures taken at national level.

Yet, in spite of concluding that standards are falling across Europe, and in spite of calls from
Parliament and the Council to do more, the Commission has not made any proposals for
improvement.

Moreover, the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has stressed that fish are sentient, and the
Federation of European Aquaculture Producers frequently mentions fish welfare in its code of conduct.
Fish welfare is increasingly recognised as the framework through which to manage animal health,
farm productivity, and consumer perceptions.

What justification does the Commission have for ignoring messages from Parliament, the Council and
the industry on failings in the field of fish welfare?

Given that there are examples of effective rules at Member State level regarding pre-slaughter
stunning, that transport standards are being failed only because contingency planning is not done in
some cases, that adequate housing is a pre-requisite for having healthy fish, and that all parties
recognise the value of improved training, will the Commission commit to introducing animal welfare
related legislative requirements in aquaculture so as to ensure harmonisation of best practice
throughout the European Union?
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